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Progress in termite pheromones

CHENG Dong-Bao (Ma’ anshan Institute of Termite Control, Ma’ anshan, Anhui 243011, China)
Abstract: Termites are the oldest social insects in the world, and their sociality is maintained by
pheromone communication. In this article, the new research progress on termite pheromones in recent
years, including trail pheromone, sex pheromone, alarm pheromone and phagostimulating pheromone, is
reviewed. The chemical components of the pheromone-producing exocrine glands of termites and their
functions are summarized. Termite pheromones are mainly secreted by the tergal gland, sternal gland,
posterior sternal gland, frontal gland and labial gland. Most of termite pheromones are volatile
substances. Available data indicate a strategy of pheromonal parsimony in the chemistry communication of
termites, i. e., the same compound is sometimes secreted by different glands of different species and may
have different functions. The similarities/differences in chemical complexity and function of these
pheromones between species and between the castes or sexes of the same species are summarized. The
activity threshold, optimal concentration, longevity and species-specificity of the pheromones that affect
pheromone functions are also introduced. At present, researches of termite pheromones are still in the
initial stage. The research results are of great significance for Isoptera phylogeny and termite control.
Finally, pheromones to be used in termite control are prospected.
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Ak 18 1, ( Costa-Leonardo et al., 2009) . HM {5 S
E0WEE NS5 1 EE ( Costa-Leonardo and
Haifig, 2010 ) \ B3 {5 B & M {F B &K (Sillam-
Dusses, 2010) fExt iR, R, BEHBEER
PFRIAWIRA , TERZ T HERAG T EZHE,
A UEXPFTE SR HITRER ELE . A XGRT H
WG B RSN . BEUE R R M. K
SIFIZHRE, FFRHE T BBUE B R KR BT SE J5 1 F0
IVAZEL: 159

1 i BERIIM YA

B L 531 B (exocrine gland ) 2IFF . BETKL
(VBHER) WP R, ANEER
FIRT LT BB R R ER S b . HRTE H
H AW BR A 17 F ( Gongalves et al., 2010) ,
BB A5 B R B EZ RN E R (tergal gland) |
JEHR (sternal gland ) | J5 B8 R it ( posterior sternal
gland) | i I (frontal gland ) FIME iR (2 T J& %)
(labial gland) ,

ERBREFETEVRE2 ~3 M E 4, H
FEZMEPFEREERUIAER . BB RIR
EAPE, A MPCAR, HEEAAERRALE
b, BMERF BB, BRERE WML
(KB BB Macrotermes ) , — AL BRIk W Fh 2
o, MERE B TE R U EREENME A
E 4B} ( Rhinotermitidae ) F1 B F} ( Termitidae ) ] 57,
BRAGIFES, RAMEA AT, 7 UK
WM S o R R U B AR AR s S PR LI 4
(Lgnatti and Costa-Leonardo, 2001) ,

H & L R BRI AR AR, (B4 S SRR AR Y
RERAEGBEENA R, ERBEEFEARR, H
B, ALEWAMEE, BE LR Mastotermitidae )
HBEHA 3 MERE, 250 T453, 4 5 BHE
Hfe], HABRIEW A | MERR A B WA —
. B B WP (Stolotermitidae ) Fl B H 4 £}
(Hodotermitidae ) F B I IR AR B 2 T 56 4 R A B9 HI
T 5 T EBR AR B BR (Kalotermitidae ) | £ F i
B, K 8 W R} ( Serritermitidae ) . H H B B}
( Archotermopsidae ) F W ¥ I A SR 2 55 5 IR A9
BT ( Sillam-Dusses et al., 2007)

H ) 5 AR B A A B S B R |
FIARRE, AL EMPEBAR, 5ERRS TR
IR REIE AL, BT R 2R B BUR #ER

SFEFEBERERE T ERFEER, 25880 K
J& 3851474 (Sillam-Dusses et al., 2010)

IR HBURRR 1 SO SN AR . X —
Ji i BUAE B LGP L 15 L CGRHR OB B
HhRaEAHE SR & R, SRR
o X ik, RImNPEREE SR,

HIUITA S b YA B R AR . AR AL T
HBCH S, A BRI R S K 2 . B
R E 2 EY, Hh A S REAFER
E1): 8

H A 2 B R AR R AR R A S R AR
Ryt {E B & (Sillam-Dusses, 2010) ; T 8 fii ks
W) Y B AR 7 2 B3 38 {5 )& R ( Costa-Leonardo et
al., 2009) ; J= MR FAR AR 7= A 25 5 B K (Costa-
Leonardo and Haifig, 2010) ; T % ] FH i i f= A= {2
15 B & (Reinhard et al., 2002) ,

2 HEEBRERIME., BSMINGEE

PRZEANUE B RBIERMEY R, %
I EAFERXE, 10 57, ARAENBHEERR
HA 2 M (RBBEESE, 2002) , EFEREBUEE R
FHMAT —RIMEAR, WAHEATE(GC) .
SR 8 1R 1% BK A (GC-MS) | & AW AH 1%
(HPLC) . # 2 2 #r & (TLC) . [& #H 2 B
(SPME) | #if $ # W Bt 2% B (SBSE ) | #% #4 3k ¥k
(NMR) | <A 62 1%k /A ¥ o2 Bk A £2 R (GC-EAD)
. RlEAR MRS T A HUE B R Wi
—#AIR, 40 Sillam-Dusses 25 (2005 ) & FH & AH % %<
B SOM - R B BOR AT R B B LR
Prorhinotermes WU AR B 3549 , AN HER AR
BRI RA B S8 M (neocembrene-A, —7fff —
i) ; Sillam-Dusses 55 (2009 ) F“SHH €2 7% ik £ Fa,
(OREQEE o NN G iy NS PG SEYESTZS U RIS S
o, RAHXPEFELEN T K=K E
(dodecatrienol) , FEUHE ] T J5UA E1 BT AHE i 4
WORL P IR IR A 2B AL, BREA BB S F i
WA HBEA KR EER GEENG),, XA &R
HIRI R ZHF R BA MERFERER (T 2R=F
) o
2.1 BRBREER

HB R E B R R ER W, 5SRETT
A 3% ( Costa-Leonardo et al., 2009) , HW KR E
WHER— 1RGSR, FEildfEd, A LT
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A A R SR BT UM . X A R B
& B SRR, A R B RS Yt A AR AR
BRI ERALE . NIRRT E R
JEAR AR R Y B AR A A6, B T AR
R B B R B SRR o BEARR A U
SrEVEFE R E W FEEE, AR KB s
Yook s T B B4R B R B 1] 45 57 4 (Kaib et al.,
1982; Arab et al., 2004) ,

HATE M AR EERILA 10 /(K 1),
Ho i WA BRI R B R 0+ R =50

RGEREWAER, MOBF §auFE. e
FHAIEL H R BR 15 B R SRS # AL iR (4n
AREEFE BEBEH BEEL) MEREERRMLE,
AUHBRXA: RS QBEREE R R NREER 4
Ky C13 F1 C14 BE2Eag C14 1 C18 B, %
FBC BRI 5 B R Bk EE AN MR C12 Bl C20
75 ( Bordereau and Pasteels, 2011), L 5 BB} F1
WHLE RS TR EaEk(BEME L)
AR, M, BEBTR SR AR SEER
FHHE X5,

®1 AWARTERER

Table 1 Trail pheromones identified in termites

R D& 23N IS S 25 3R
Family Subfamily Trail pheromones References
RELH =RET— RS Sillam-Dusses et al., 2007
Mastotermitidae Trimethylundecadienol
B =SRE—H—R Sillam-Dusses et al., 2007
Stolotermitidae Trimethylundecadienol
& C18
HEgH e Bordereau and Pasteels, 2011
Hodotermitidae C18 aldehyde
AR R Sillam-Dusses et al., 2009b
Kalotermitidae Dodecenol
&2 “HEA+—
R A= Lacey et al., 2011
Archotermopsidae Dimethyldodecanal
A —
FET—B Bordereau and Pasteels, 2011
Dimethylundecanol
s 3 QxS BB (EE) + T2k =) £
SRRt 5% E1 i )+t M () Sillam-Dusses et al., 2005, 2009a
Rhinotermitidae Prorhinotermitinae Neocembrene-A (major) + dodecatrienol (minor)
HoA R + k= Sillam-Dussgs et al., 2006 ;
Other subfamilies Dodecatrienol Saran et al., 2007
R TR Hanus et al., 2012
Serritermitidae Nonadecadienone
ISR FHBOERY HBOERY 7 EBOER R =R )
Sillam-Dusses et al., 2006
Termitidae Syntermitinae/ Termitinae/ Cubitermitinae ~ Dodecatrienol
YR — =
KA LAl Sillam-Dusses, 2010
Macrotermitidae Dodecadienol
R
t b Robert et al., 2004
Dodecenol
QX ZhiR= + Hrek y
REPEH TR+ BRI Sillam-Dusses, 2010
Nasutitermitinae Dodecatrienol + neocembrene-A

TR SR + BRI + K=

Dodecatrienol + neocembrene-A + trinervitatriene

Sillam-Dusses, 2010
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ARFEEBET S NELEEERESEAR
A, EEMZEELR, W78 TR EEE B
FHAIE R SCIR ML Mastotermes darwiniensis . V.4 5§
1 B B Porotermes adamsoni F14E 22 F| W & B B
Stolotermes victoriensis 3 F W T W ) 50 5 B &
=R TR, B3 F O R
BEMEEESHHN 20, 700 F14 pg(Sillam-Dusses
et al., 2007 ), I % J§ £ H W Prorhinotermes
canalifrons WL BRI 5 B R MAS &4 5 300 pg,
TR ZHFE T BRI E B R MEEEAE 1 pg
(Sillam-Dusses, 2010) ,

[F) e 1 AR ] s 0 B R A PR B R 15 B R 1Y
BWAME . =k E W Trinervitermes trinervoides T.
WA BT TR 0 B3 5 B 3R R SR AR BT R T 1
6 ~7 £%( Tschinke and Close, 1973) , [G]Fh W AH[R]
it AN [ B P T 7= A Y B B 20 oA AL T
WE A )RR A — A, B K E M Macrotermes
bellicosus H)/NTWUFT A MERIEF R R X K. /ML
W T | 58 T K/ T [R] 7= AR i BR 5 B R 1Y
% 5] 77 (Gessner and Leuthold, 2001)

ANTR) B WO B 50 1 SR B B B4 {EL (activity
threshold ) AN [A], 1 WU R 7815 8. 3R 149 I o I8 1L )
AEALTEEE A 10 7 ~ 1 ng/em (Sillam-Dusses, 2010) ,
PEEPEL M Reticulitermes hesperus ) S BB /N,
2710 “*ng/em; IAR SO B R BRER K, A
1 ng/cm, ML 24 R 5 BOW K 10 pg/em (Sillam-
Dusses et al., 2007 ) , X} P EPELEBCRVL, RAE 28
Sk TWGE o Y 85 308 A BB Bl At B A 1R 1R 0 3
(Saran et al., 2007 ) , VEHSHEL T BORT#H 78 7 2
FEMSON ~+ Rk =4 B 1K 9 [ B B fE 7 0. 01 ~ 0. 1
fo/em Z[8], ffEHk B (optimal concentration) 2& 10
fg/cm, T — B E R T 10 pg/em W THHEFE
(Saran et al., 2007) , "k =M EER BEAEHE RV
FE AN AR BE Z IRIIN, E UBA T SRR A B vk BE 1 A%
o 2 TR S0 A8 o e 8 6 v Y R AL B IR 4K
B (40504 10 fg/cm® #15 ng/em®) , FRIVIFAE 2%
BT, RIS il A R Ak e B I, 9 A 1R B Ak
H AR L, BRI+ R =HEAZE
WAR B (Saran et al., 2007) , AN[A] 5O BRI 5
R W BRI L ) B R BE R AH [F], Sillam-
Dusses (2010) A\ B35 8 3R A R A ok B o o )
NLEI{E R 10 ~100 £,

BRI 5 B R AAAEA BOW (longevity) . — KL

BEEANNERERRAROARE, EF RAILVN
B TEARBEMEEEERARRERK, KKK
A3k 10 4E( Bordereau and Pasteels, 2011) , & [
=B BERE AR B R W (half-life) 2525 2 h
(Tschinke and Close, 1973) ; PG #PHE B &R (E B
REZFRFH T HEEHRESNREBER 1 d, 562
R A5 B R A GE 51 & B 8™ 4 B3l R
(Saran et al., 2007) ,

REFABABIREE VF 2 N & W E R R1T
E, REANERGEBEERE: LB 2-REACE
(2-phenoxyethol ) . (i) 4-ZK%E 3-T H#-1-F2(PBO) |
o7l B-fH ¥ 25 M (bisabolene) . (JIT)-3-C4EE . 8
T ERSE (XR/INEESE, 2002) , A LEREIBREE TR FET
263 T F I (AELEUR Reticulitermes FFL H
W& Coptotermes FIML) W BRI IR BEAT g, XEE N
ELHEESAR 2-RACHENENS + k=%
BRI LSRR, T+ ik = P X S ) W) 0
FERRMFEZENIT(Chen et al., 1998) . HAHh, H%
KRS Gloeophyllum trabeum JE& 4L i) AR B 1Y 3 BLH)
W REXS BB W™ A B BR B AE R, X
AR SR Y) EH + 8k =4 BF (Rust e al.,
1996) ,

2.2 HEREER

HE AR B R K Z BN E B R (pairing
pheromone ) , PE{F B RIERZHF S+ B MEMEH 2
RGP BRSBTS A, WA R AT
H R W™ A ( Peppuy et al., 2004) ,

BT HER—F A0 C—REE TR, BHRRE
JUarsh, PAREGRE RS BRIR. A, W
HR SRR I AR I E, BT DABF B U A
BRI, A A REHEH BB HEE R R 2
ZRLT I, X 8 B A 15 A 35 RPE A ((Clément,
1982 ; Laduguie et al., 1994) ,

HEfE B EERERIEFIM(E2), H
HR LB SR B R R+ R =R

A8 B R B R M R B, EIRER
SRR TEFRAF X, ETEIER—XBK 3 FA%
SENS=E Cornitermes bequaerti, C. cumulans
M C. silvestrii, EATHMER B KRBk B HF MR, 3t
BRI+ k=I5B, {8 C. bequaeri RAG+—
=4 ®E, C. cumulans IRFG & EAEE, T C.
silvestrii &/ J2-F& A6 AU EE F1 + — Bk 4% B2 ( Bordereau
et al., 2011) ,
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®2 BAWAMEER
Table 2 Sex pheromones identified in termites

R TR HERR 2 3CHk
Family Subfamily Sex pheromones References
7 R =REF—BR—BRECHE) Bordereau et al., 2010
Archotermopsidae Trimethylundecadienal (female)
AR =R () Bordereau and Pasteels, 2011
Dimethyldodecanal (male)
NE~ :B)’% =
S E1CR t e Laduguie et al., 1994; Hanus et al., 2009
Rhinotermitidae Dodecatrienol
SEERS PNELRIZS + Bk = S
Peppuy et al., 2004 ; Robert et al., 2004
Termitidae Macrotermitinae Dodecatrienol
B’ E B R + =k = #5EE Dodecatrienol, JZ-¥8 164 ( E) -nerolidol ,
Bordereau and Pasteels, 2011
Syntermitinae + ik — 5 EE Dodecadienol , 47 B Dodecenol
EELI

BB AR IR Neocembrene-A ,

Nasutiterminae

=k =% Trinervitatriene

Bordereau and Pasteels, 2011

A I O A P A S B AR [ B PR
B, g aiUsE s B iUs 5.

PG R RSN I IRRE , RS H B
BRI EBURSN, Hr= AR BRSNS N
JEAUR s =5 E( EGRE) BR R BN BOE R 438
L EBOTR= Pk B R BB E AR R R R
Hb, HRRE B BRI AEEER,

BB A AT R 5 A AR P R A
“KIFES K 5]3” (long-range attractants ) A1 45 i &5
% 515%]” ( short-range attractants) 7 5%, 4TI 5|5
B TR G R S B AR I R AR AR TR LA
WK BEBS S50, T4 BE g W 5 | 57 38 e AR R
o BRI 5 50 B T A B B S A U 5 |
MEVEE ML, ARIF IR — /i —J5 " AT ERT M
[ “547” (tandem behavior) |, — E 2| & & KT
o HALA 5k, 45 HBR K Cornitermes
bequaerti WEVE B FEWH 3 M E MR S LHE
K, 12 OHEPE AR AR R BE AR IR T | SR
KIEE 5] 5 ( Bordereau et al., 2002) , B+ H
WY Odontotermes formosanus B (E B & B M1 5 B
HIREAR R B, H - ik R B R R
B, WMEMEASE G PR (R R R MR & 2 )
9 ~16.64 ng F10.2 ~0.54 ng, + Zhr _IEELF
AR K R R WS | A PR EIFE (AR
BGIn, RA+ R CREEA R, T aImEEN
Toxk (Wen et al., 2012) ,

PAE B R A LS5 R B R A T

N+ TR =B T R IR T RIS EE . B
BEIE . ZREmM PR TR e fh, B
B E R R MG R R RS THUE 13 1,
A, XARB T B AEA @ IR E TR
165 W8 " ( pheromonal parsimony ) , BJAH [7] 1 {k& ¥
F A ) B R R 2 % it S RS TR S0 WA i o 6, T
ANIR] B W BE I, AT 43 5 B A R B 3 BE ( Costa-
Leonardo and Haifig, 2010), [EIf#¥E4HEEFEER
SRR, HaoWeELERFEERS . BHEABM
BEERRER THMEA @R, B ar#E s
AR REL K (Pasteels and Bordereau, 1998) , {h#l|H
W& W) Pseudacanthotermes spiniger W7 33 5% 3 B
PR ETR B R A B T A R R R
10 52, HAW L T A NELEERZH
% (Billen and Morgan, 1998)
2.3 FERER

H B FEERT T2 H— RIE S WA R &R Rt
o EBER T LIS b E P A RS E S5,
FIESE WS BB TAT AP EEEZEMNIE
Mo HEFEERBBIRSW, BRIRTIRBGEA MK
SRR, BREBERPA S EEFEERBS, W
Y W@ B Armitermes chagresi ( Traniello, 1984 ) ,
WHE S AR ER W h S H 2 M EER
a, B (R, R)aEWHE[(E, E)-a-
farnesene | &— & EF R R, 75— () -1-8
F+ F-1-% [ (E) -1-nitropentadec-1-ene | JG 45 2 /E
i, B {E B Z (Sobotnik et al., 2008) , & H B
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S RER AN SR T S EREER, R
FUHE 5|4 Fh TR S Y ( Reinhard er al., 2003)
YR ABUB AR BBGH TR G A, TR
X% 4 B ifl (monoterpenoids ) i) & B B R A E N
[ R, BATTFER T e & #h 7e M i/ (Roisin
et al., 1990) , 2 W& i) Nasutitermes rippertii )5
BHEE RN IR M (o-pinene ) Fl T B i
(limonene) ; ¥ % W Nasutitermes costalis {455
FE RN E M (careen) FIATBM; 26 —F H L
Nasutitermes princeps 4525 B & N a-JR 4 (Roisin
et al., 1990) , REBUE H WY HALEEFBERE
A B-JRMs ( B-pinene) . S H Jl 5 (terpinolene ) | -
7K F£ 4% ( a-phellandrene ) . H #: 4% ( myrcene ) %
(Billen and Morgan, 1998) , & W& i) Armitermes
euamignathus F) 5% WOH IR 2 WY SHRE+=
Mo\ PR T, K S BN A R — R
(Howse, 1984) , EA1ZFMEEEY R, &EFF
FERKEM, WATIRIBERER, B IEEOF
B BT R BEBO8CE
2.4 RREEE

THFEREYR, ZERY ERR TR, Bk
TR TR R AT A FERAT R o TR MR AR 53 U5
W ERTZEY, P ERFERERERMS, WEF
ZAEE B R M4, Reinhard il Kaib (2001) i X
AEE G- BT I FH A 2 23 A v R AR W T e SR BT 5
SE M Reticulitermes santonensis, & PIiZ W T 4
W i P X 4R 8 (LR ) (hydroquinone ) 2R B 15
B FE, Reihard £ (2002 ) DA /R SO H B 50 XF
%, #F-BIEEMNAE B EAWMREFERER, IF
N REE E B AR A Ffd X 2R AR B S
BER. XMEZBM YT EEAS BTG TE
H ) EEN(ESRISE, 2005), LB RIT BEAR
HIHE P . A g 7E & 15 3L B 8L Coptotermes
formosanus LR H R I, B EIX K B GBI
HECRERBEASRBEAARIE, B4XE
B 71 B35 B 20 ng/em’® B, Xt O SRS PR A
XA RE RN BN R EEATREZ R NER
% (Raina et al., 2005) ,

3 MNEERE

HRTRT BB RS BAL & PRI IS
EAMETEIY . TR B  (BURL) B5h o I8 BRA 75
i, AFE S WA R Bt 2 BT 20 i Sh o i R

(Billen, 2009a, 2009b) , T B /1 & I H BN
iR ANE] 20 o AE BT BB BE, B2
FHREBEEENINERAE, A DR 0
FEE B HAR S 0 B (0 SR SE) A B A
Yo BREECTHREBR ABEFR EEEA, K
BRHSE BB B R MATERE . 1Ah, ARIBE
WA B R X 2% 7 3 WES A P B BT B R B
B TR IR | 5 B R F A BRI
RA& R E BR MR RO . BRIl (5 B R I B 2 A
(trail polarity) | {5 BB FhEFr AR I8 A L A5 B
R5HBUT 9 25 B (polyethism ) 2 [A] ) 5 78 4 7]
3 #E— B9

Kaib(1999) i\, HKIE BHEE RIS RE
B/, BR-ERGYR, Kb EERRREL
&4 (hydrocarbons ) , & & fb & ¥y 18 13 B i 17 A
(allogrooming ) Y& # BN HE iR . H BB A&
Y S ER AR5, LAROR IS R R e R 5 B
o ESMAE N B BER B A A& W RSB B
#& ( recognition pheromones ) ( Costa-Leonardo and
Haifig, 2010) , HAE{XT HEGRBIE B R KB H
ARG H AL

HBCRRE SR Z 8] A B AR B R A Z £
A, WEHEBPI. 25Nk, ARy
LB A BTG R RXNERFERR M E N
(Reinhard and Kaib, 1995) , fEVEHKIEEERE
REX AR B, BETK, Wi, FFEnEik,
PAEBAR TR R B, [EhkE SRR ELE,
B AR TR SRR, T U AR R - Y
BB E RRATWRIR, %L, B@EdEEHE.
S0 UE B 5 WA AR AR 2 18 A B M5 L R A 4 T
WAER R R MME, BAhEUESE B Uk f B )
i 22 2 B TR AR A A M 0 R A 2 B (R
f#}) (Reinhard and Kaib, 1995)

TR B4 A R BB SR F L RIS AT BEAS )
FRERATHERPNGM FEEEH . K. BRF
BT EE . KA A B H A 4k 3 5 2 (Sillam-
Dusses, 2010) . Hi THMKEEFEERAEFEL
P, BRI EE, B R AT B O 25 B
b, AeEfedt BBURCR, S EME TIORE,
FrAERERMERA R, MEEERABELBI,
KA RN, HRBERIA B BCA AR HR . HBAY
HEE B R LI T RELEA M By ik 2 U8 B
FE. BBHRREERNLEA T I KR HT
5, JUHRN A7ZERIER RS L, HAR BB
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REFERRARA IR B —FYR, SEH %
BT REE S — BRI, URBERTERER .
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