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W EST ASIA AND AFRICA No 3, May- June 1997

Summary

ON EVOLUTION OFMANDELA'S
NA T IONAL IST DEOLOGY

M andela’ s nationalist ideology has experienced a processof gradual evolution Thispro-
cess has been closely related w ith the development of political situations in South A frica and
the change of M andela’s political status Two major changes occured in his ideology. The
first was the change from A fricanisn of the narrow and exclusive nationalisn to the black
(including the A frican, the coloured and the Indian) nationalisn; the secondw as the change
from the black nationalisn to the South A frican nationalisn accommodating all the South
A fricans (both black and white). M andela and his nationalisn is today still facing severe
test: hemust further distinguish and coordinate the interest of the ANC as a party and that
of the entire South A frica as a nation, and hemust go a step further to prove him self to be
not only the leader of the black people, but al the leader of the South A frican nation; fur-
themore, he should als strive to help eradicate the racial bias, estrangenent and even hos
tility.  (LiAnshan)

REASNSWHY SOUTH AFRICA ISTO ESTABL ISH
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONSW ITH CH NA:
A PREL M NARY ANALYSIS

L ast November, PresidentM andela solannly announced that South A fricawould sever
it§ diplomatic ties’w ith Taw an and instead establish diplomatic relationsw ith the People’s
Republic of China by the end of 1997. The nev South A frican government hasm ade the deci-
sion in linew ith the international established diplomatic nom s after seriously w eighing ad-
vantages and disadvantages in accordancew ith its state and national interest Itw ill be diffi-
cult to reverse the trend, mainly because of the follow ing reasons Taw an'$ diplomatic ties’
w ith South A frica isw ithout any political base, and it ispurely out of itsow n political inter-
est that Taw an authority hasmaintained this tiesw ith South A frica through expansion of e-
conomic and trade relations, butw ith no genuine intention to help the nev South A frica in
its development Having realized this, theA frican leaders finally decided to step out of the
mistaken zone of' dual recognition’. South A frica’s recognition of the PRC is in accordw ith
the diplomatic nomm s acknow ledged by the international community, and itw ill be conducive
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