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Influence of fine particulate matter on atmospheric visibility
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Particulate pollution in the atmosphere is the major reason of haze formation. This paper summarizes the characteristics of airborne
particles which affect the atmospheric visibility the most, including size segregated number (or mass) concentration, chemical
composition and mixing state. Among all the atmospheric components, PM; (particulate matter smaller than 1 pm) plays the most
important role on impairing the visibility. Besides, knowledge of particles’ chemical composition and mixing state are necessary to
fully understand their optical properties.

particulate matter, optical properties, PM;, chemical composition, mixing state
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