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A New Debate on the Trend of Russian
Rethinking of the Soviet History and Reappraisal of Salin
Wu Enyuan

This article disagrees with the view that Russan appraisa of Stalin and Soviet history had® always’ been fair and
objective and thereisnd resppraisal” of Stalin. It holds that there have been afew changesin Russan appraisal of Star
lin: Khrushchev once launched the movement of“ destalinization” ; Gorbachev completely repudiated not only Stalin,
but also the whole history of the Soviet Union; then the sharp social changes brought about by the Soviet disintegra
tion, national split and 0 on, again caused changes in the superstructure and ideology of the Russan society. The e
mergence of the trend of reappraisng Soviet history and Stalinisjust a regular response in accordance with the principle
that social existence determines the change of social consciousness.

It argues that the recent trend of Russan reappraisal of the Soviet history and Stalin does not mean an appreciation
of the defectsof the Soviet system, but does mean a dissati faction with Gorbachev’' s complete repudiation of the Soviet
history and that today’ s Russan society can appraise history more scientifically and more rationally and can better un-
derstand historical experience and lessons. Thisisin favor of national rejuvenation. The article a0 stresses that one
should not confuse a nation’ s aspiration for rejuvenation with Russian chauvinism of afew people.

The Nature of the Dorr Rebellion Revisited

Wang Xinyang

Till the early 19th century , Rhode Idand adhered doggedly to the 1663 Colonial Charter , which allowed f reehol de-
rsto vote. The did ranchised artisans and middle class members demanded universal suffrage. In 1842, the suffragist
movement under the leadership of Thomas Dorr developed into an armed rebellion, which eventually forced the state
government to adopt universal suffrage. Most of scholars have studied the event from political-historical or constitu-
tiona- historical perspectives and considered the suffragist movement as a middle-class reform activity. This essay ex-
plores the issue mainly from a socia-historical perspective. It argues that the suffragist movement was initiated and
radicalized by the artisans rather than the middle class. The Dorr Rebellion, therefore, should be re-defined as a joint
action by both the artisans and the middle class. The article a so explores the dua political character of early American
artisans.

The Impact of War on Political Power

With Special Referencesto Trophy of War and Human Resour ces
Li Anshan

This artidle studies the impact of war on politica power in ancient times, taking trophy of war and human resources as ex-
amples. It holds that war may afect politics through materid factorsin various agects. The trophy of war for military merits
has double fect on political power , both postive and negative. On one Sde, the trophy of war may ingire ldiers morde
and build up ther loyaty towards kingship , on the other it may gender two tendencies, the decrease of fighting spirit and the
development of a new power base, which would weaken the centra authority regectivdy. The new human resources from
conquest comprises three groups, prisoners, daves and people, they contributed a great deal to the consolidation of the centra
power in different ways. The author d s holds that the conventiond interpretation of the sacrifice of human bengs has over-
emphaszed the politica agect , and overlooked the religious cultura factor.



