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ABSTRACT

Social Condructivism o International Politics

Qin Yaging
Alexander Wendt’ s work” Scid Theory of International Rolitics ” develops sysematicaly a con
gructivig theory of internationd politics, aiming to bridge the two mgjor IR schools—Rationaismn
and Reflectivian. Wendt’ s congructivian, taking methodologica holism, ontological ideationaian,
and stientific realisam, enphadzes the role of shared ideas in internationa interaction , the inplica
tionsd culturesin the international sysem, and the inportance of the gructure in condituting the
idertities and intereds of the date. It probleméatizes the basc assunptions of the exiging IR theo
ries, sets a new research agenda from the social pergective , and crestes a sygemic theory of inter
nationa politics with ideas as its characterigtic content.
Key words: Social Congructivism; Rationalism; Reflectivism; Cultures of International Pol-
itics

Alexander Wendt’ s Congructivism

Zhang Xiaoming
Alexander Wendt has doffered a new perspective for analyzing the change of internationa politics by
focugng on the didribution of ideas, which is quite different from thet of realism, egecidly neore
aiam. His ocongructiviam poses a great challenge to the dominant paradigm , namely redism. Inthis
sene , Wendt’ stheory is radical. His theory does not deny but revises the core concepts of red-
ism. To ome extert , it isa supplement to realian. The convergence of Wendt' s congructiviam and
redism, therefore, is not inpossble in the future.
Key words: Condructivism; IR theory; International Pdlitics; Realism; Neorealism

A New Appraoach to the Structure in International Padlitics

Allen Carlon
In recent years internationa relations theorigds in the United Sates have become embroiled in a
fierce debate over the nature of the gructure of the internationa sygem. This essay contends that the
emergence of such disagreement represents a posdtive development in the field and has been led by
the dforts of those working within the condructivig research project. It subgartiates such a claim
through introducing the reader to the indghts that Alexander Wendt , a leading figure in the cornr
dructivig turn” in internationd relations, has made in hiswork on gructura issues. While the es



