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ON THE ISSUEOF' TRBFE’
N CHINA'SAFRICAN STUD IES

In China’ s A frican studies, different viewv s exist as to w hether the temi tribal group’
should be used to identify the people’s community of Africa It ismy view that this tem
must not be used any longer as a gecial appellation for A frica’ s people’s community. The
reasons are as follow s Firstly, the temi tribal group’ is not clear in definition; secondly, the
international academic cirle has largely abandoned the tem ‘ tribe’; thirdly, A frican
them selves do not like the appellation of* tribe’ which carriesw ith it some discriminatory
tone and fourthly, the tem*‘ Buzu’ (literally meaning tribe and clan) in China's historical
records is very different in meaning from the' tribal group’ used in contemporary A frican
studies In future research of A frican studies,w e should try to analyse issuesw ith historical
approach, get rid of the influence of' Europocentrisn’, and avoid by all means to take a
dogmatic attitude tow ard relevant expositions by authorsof the classic (LiAnshan)

ECONOM ICAND TRADE COOPERA T ION BETW EEN
CHINA AND THEWEST ASIAN AND AFRICAN
COUNTRIESSNCE THE REFORM AND OPEN NG
UP- N RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT

Since China's reform and opening to the outside world, positive progress has been
achieved in economic and trade cooperation betw een China and theW est A sian and A frican
ocountries the number of the countries involved in the cooperation has enlarged, China now
having established trade and econom ic tiesw ith all the countries and areas in the said region;
the bilateral trade volume hasmarkedly increased and the fieldsof econom ic cooperation have
kept on expanding w ith form s of cooperation more diversified; a pattern of all-round, multi-
level and w ide-ranging econom ic and trade cooperation is coming to shape Facing the turn of
century, the great potential of economic and trade cooperation betw een China and theW est
A sian and A frican countries is being further developed: since the 1990s, political situation in
the region has tended to be relatively stable, the revitalizing of economy has become the first
and foremost task; political relations betw een the two sides are excellent and both have the
desire to develop multi-field economic and trade cooperation, as the economies of the two
sides are highly compleanentary; and the great attention paid by China’ s high-level party and
government officials aswell as the effective measures adopted by regonsible departments
provide the major guarantee for promoting China’ s cooperation w ith the W est A sian and
A frican countries in economy and trade (Jiang Q inghua)
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