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Studies in Cold War History
The New Cold War Higtory : Formation, Character and Critiques
Chen Jian Yu Weimin (3)
Research on Cold War history in the internationa scholarly community was long entwined with
the Cold War itsdf , resulting in serious drawbacks in the” Old” Cold War history. Reflecting upon
this' old” higtorica study and the end of the Cold War brought about & new” Cold War history , epit-
omized by John Lewis Gaddis. Gaddis reflections highlighted the basc dementsof new Cold War his
tory: the attainment of a new tempora and satia framework , the posshility of research based on
multilateral archives and materias, the formation of an international field of Cold War history in the
real :2nse of the term, and the redefinition and re-understanding of ideology. Chinese researchers have
played an important role in the formation of the New Cold War History. Therefore one may detect the

fundamental dilemmain China sinternational academic exchanges.

1962 : The Eve of the Left-Turn in China s Foreign Policy NiuJun (23)

China sforeign policy was afected by structural corflictson two levels: on thefirst level , a dack-
ening domegtic economy required a more stable and practical foreign policy , while deteriorating rela
tions with neighboring countries forced the government to play tough on certain issues (e. g. in the
Sno-Indian corflict) ; on the second level , China's re-adjustments in foreign policy were as deter-
mined by highrlevel digoaritiesin evaluating the® Great Legp Forward” and regponses to the economic
dump. Corflictson these two levels developed according to their own logic yet were inter-related and
interactive. The second level undoubtedly played a major role in shaping China sforeign policy and ac-

counted more for the readjustments.
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