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A Comparative Study of the Comprehension of Adjectives by
Hearing Impaired and Normal Children Aged 3-5

BAI Yinting' TANG Wenting®
(1. Faculty of Speech and Hearing Rehabilitation, East China Nomal University, Shanghai, 200062;
2. Ganlin Junior Vocational and Technical School, Shanghai, 200062)

Abstract This study aims to probe into hearing impaired young children’ s ability to undemstand
adjectives in comparison with nomal children’ s such ability, by using the Adjective Understanding T est for
Chinese- Speaking Children Aged 3-5. The results show that the young children’ s ability to understand adjectives
is significartly affected by their hearing and age, as well as the categories of adjectives. Specifically, the normal
children show a significantly better ability to understand adjectives than the hearing- impaired children; these
two groups of children show a growing ability to undemstand adjectives as they grow older; there is a gradually
increasing difference between these two groups of children in their ability to understand different categories of
adjectives, as they grow older.
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