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Strategic Significance of Natural Gas in Energy Structure in China
Zhu Xuegian
(Exploration & Production Research Institute 100083 Beijing)

Natural gas industry in China has already stepped in the starting period of rapid development. The
exploration, exploitation and utilization of natural gas have reached a preliminary scale. Natural gas as a kind of
clean and excellent energy is very important in optimizing energy consuming structure, improving atmosphere
environments and reducing discharge of greenhouse exhaust gas. The future natural gas industry should meet the
energy need of the nation and ensure the safety of energy supply for the nation as its fundamental starting point,
and continuously enhance the strength of natural gas exploration and exploitation, actively fetch in overseas
resources, build gas transferring and assigning system as a whole, gradually optimize natural gas consumption
structure, steadily push forward system and mechanism reform, in order to realize healthy and sustainable
development of natural gas industry.

Keywords natural gas industry, present situation of development, strategic function, countermeasures for
development
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