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Assimilation and Acceptance: An Empirical Study on Migrants’
Social Assimilation from Interactive Perspective

Song Yueping Tao Ye

Abstract: Focusing on the urban residents’ atfitudes towards migrant population in determining mi—
grants’ social assimilation this paper theoretically explores factors of urban residents’ aftitudes toward
migrants and empirically tests their impact on migrants’ initial intention of becoming urban citizens and
actual evaluation when they are trying to do that. Based on the Floating Population Survey data conduc—
ted by National Population and Family Planning Committee in 2010 the empirical results show that
though sharing similar expectations on migrant groups urban residents from different social and eco-
nomic backgrounds show evident differences when it comes to personal acceptance desire; and their
aftitudes of acceptance could exert a remarkably positive effect on migrant population”’ s intention espe-
cially the objective evaluation when they are trying to be included by the city and its residents. And it is
key important to set up an logically consistent policy system to promote the extensive and intensive so—
cial assimilation of migrating population.
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Table 1  Variable Description and Factor Loading for Urban Residents’ Willingness to Accept Migrants
1 2
1: (0.454) — —
2.92 2.4 0.711  0.077
2.56 2.84 0.792  0.239
2.68 2.64 0.567 0.200
2: (0.181) — —
3.28 3.28 0.179 0.850
2.88 3.72 0.125 0.867
3.12 3.36 0.128 0.846
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Table 2 Variable Description and Factor Loading for Migrants” Desire to Enter the Cities
1 2
1: (0.444)
3.06 1.72 0.816  0.048
3.03 1.84 0.838 0.032
3.01 1.92  0.802 0.137
2.86 2.16  0.648 0.289
2: (0.215)
2.81 2.4 0.077  0.850
2.79 2.52 0.091 0.827
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Table 3 Descriptive Statistics of Migrants and Urban Residents

0.47 0.50 0.49 0.50

0.53 0.50 0.51 0.50

30 0.55 0.50 0.74 0.44

30 0.45 0.50 0.26 0.44

0.14 0.35 0.46 0.50

0.86 0.35 0.54 0.50

9.97 2.70 10. 80 3.33

0.59 0.49 0.47 0.50

0.27 0.44 0.23 0.42

0.04 0.20 0.01 0.12

0.09 0.28 0.12 0.33

0.01 0.07 0.05 0.21

0.00 0.05 0.04 0.20

/ 0.01 0.10 0.07 0.25

() 1874 3283 1461 4676

0.71 0.45 0.40 0.49

0.29 0.45 0.60 0.49

0.32 0.47 0.30 0.46

/ 0.41 0.49 0.16 0.36

0.26 0.44 0.54 0.50

0.24 0.43 0.21 0.41

0.04 0.19 0.02 0.16

0.01 0.11 0.04 0.20

0.02 0.16 0.03 0.17

N 0.68 0.47 0.70 0.46
8198 8200
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Table 4 Multivariate Regression Model on Urban Residents’ Group Expectation

and Personal Attitudes towards Migrants

1 2
(1= ) -0.024 -0.006
(1=30 ) 0.022 -0.042
(1= ) -0.231%* 0.028"
0.008" -0.004"
(0= )
0.0761 ** -0.0417
-0.0172 -0.0438
-0.0881 -0.155**
/ -0.0920** -0.0579
(1= ) 0.065** -0.080 "
(0= )
—0.405*** -0.070
0. 006 0.202
—0.289™* 0.256
. -0.302% 0.056™**
(0= )
/ 0.117** 0.186™*
0.248 *** 0.397 ***
(1= ) 0. 149 *** 0. 141
(1= ) 0.128*** 0.245***
() 0. 044 *** 0.009
(0= )
0.322%* 0.355
0.493 0.572*
0.426** 0.772%*
0.489™** 0. 884
0.246*** 0.326**
-0.575%* 0.852***
8198 8198
R - squared 0.077 0.174
1000 i %%k p<0.01 *%p<0.05

* p<0.1,
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Table 5 Multivariate Regression Model on Migrants’ Subjective Desire

and Objective Feeling for Entering Cities

R - squared

-0.
-0.
L4107

-0.
-0.
-0.
. 208
-0.
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.021
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-0.
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-0.
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004
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035
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-0.

100
189 *kk
063™*
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L4537
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.037
L0717

S O O O
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-0.094
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L1177
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0.742™
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0.012
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8200
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<0.1,

1500

S <0.01

5 <0.05 * p



/References:
1 Park Robert. 1928. Human Migration and the Marginal Man. American Journal of Sociology 33: 881-893.
2 Padilla A. M. and Perez W. 2003. Acculturation Social Identity and Social Cognition: A New Perspective. Hispanic

Journal of Behavioral Sciences 1: 121.

3 . . 1995; 5:90-95
Tian Kai . 1995. An Analysis of Rural Migrants’ Adaptability to City Lives. Social Science Research 5:90-95.
4 . : — Y . 2001; http: //

www. sdx. sh. cn/depportal / department / city / view
Ma Xiheng. 2001. Promoting Friendly Relations: A Case Study of Integration Pattern of New Migrants in Urban China ac—
cessible on http: //www. sdx. sh. cn/depportal / department / city / view.

5 . . 2002; 6:82-88
Zhu Li. 2002. On the Urban Adaptability of the Peasant — worker Strata. Jianghai Academic Journal 6: 82-88.

6 . N : . 2009; 1:1729
Yang Juhua. 2009. From Segregation Selective Integration to Assimilation: Theoretical Thinking about Social Integration
of Migrants. Population Research 1: 17-29.

7 . . 2001; 3:63-76
Wang Chunguang. 2001. Social Recognition and Urban Assimilation of the Second Generation of Rural Migration. Sociolog—
ical Research 3: 63-76.

8 LA 7Y — . 2004; 5:1927
Feng Xiaotian. 2004. “Fall and Take Root”: Social Adaptation of Rural Migrants in Sanxia Area. Sociological Research 5:



48 36

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

19-27.

2006; 12:18-26
Yang Xusong Jin Xiaoyi Xiao Qunying and Bai Meng. 2006. Situation and Policy Study on Rural Migrant Workers” Social
Support and Social Integration: A Case of Shenzhen. Chinese Soft Sciences 12: 18-26.
2007; 6: 7196
Li Weidong. 2007. The Social Fusion of Migrant Rural Works from View of Social Distance. Beijing Social Science 6: 71—
76.
LY v Y — . 2008; 1:77-83
Tong Xing and Ma Xiheng. 2008. Integration in the Community for New Migrants in Urban China. Social Sciences Re—
search 1. 77-83.
2008; 5: 4857
Liu Chuanjiang and Cheng Jianlin. 2008. Assimilation of the Second Generation of Migrants: Current Situation and
Process Measuring. Population Studies 5: 48-57.
2003;4: 51-56
Wang Chunguang. 2003. Social Mobility and Change of Social Status of Migrant Workers. Journal of Jiangsu Administra—
tion Institution 4: 51-56.
2004; 5:1248
Liu Chuan and Zhou Ling. 2004. Social Capital and Migrants’ Assimilating in Cities. Population Research 5: 12-18.
— 1053
( ) 2007; 6:65-70
Yang Liyuan. 2007. Exploration into Eight Major Problems in Process of Social Integration of Migrant Population. Journal
of Ningbo University( Liberal Arts Edition) 6: 65-0.
2006; 5:142
Wang Guixin and Zhang Dezhi. 2006. Research on the Survival Conditions and Social Inclusion of the Immigrants in
Shanghai City. Market and Demographic Analysis 5: 142.
2003; 42937
Wang Rui and Liang Xiao. 2003. Social Integration of Chinese in Vancouver. World Ethno — National Studies 4: 29-37.
( ) 2007; 3:97404
Wang Guixin and Luo Enli. 2007. Survey and Analysis on Migrants’ Social Integration in Shanghai. Journal of Eastern
Technology University 3: 97-404.
N . 2008;5: 117440
Zhang Wenhong and Lei Kaichun. 2008. Structure Situation and Factors Associated with Social Integration. Sociological
Research 5:117440.
N N : . 2007; 6:1424
Deng Dasong and Hu Hongwei. 2007. Mobility Deprivation Exclusion and Integration: Social Integration and the Ac—

quirement of Security Right. Chinese Journal Population Sciences 6: 14-24.

2008; 2:1-8
Li Shuzhuo Ren Yike Jin Xiaoyi and Fieldman. 2008. A Research on the Social Integration of Chinese Migrant Rural
Workers and Its Influencing Factors: An Analysis Based on the Social Support Network. Population and Economics 2: 1-
8.
2006; 3
Ren Yuan and Wu Minle. 2006. Summary of Studies on Social Integration of Migrants in Urban China. Population Re—



49

23

24

25

search 3.
N . 2010; 2:87-94
RenYuan and Qiao Nan. 2010. Social Integration for Migrants: Process Measurement and Determinants. Population Re—
search 2:87-94.
— . 2011; 3:99407
Yang Juhua. 2011. Urban — Rural Divide and Inside — Outside Disparity: Labour Intensity of Migrants. Population and E—-
conomics 3: 99407.
— . 2001; 6:48-53
Zhu Li. 2001. Group Prejudice and Discrimination — Grinding Interaction between Peasant Workers and City Residents.

Jianghai Academic Journal 6: 48-53.

( : 12011 - 10)



