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Measurement and Theoretical Perspectives
of Immigrant Assimilation in China
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Abstract: Aftfer summarizing the theories and measurement indices of assimilation this paper ex—
amines and re - constructs the measurement framework of assimilation at individual level followed by
discussing some theoretical questions of assimilation in present China. Assimilation could be one point
on the line connecting adaptation segmented assimilation and assimilation. Measurement indices
framework of immigrant assimilation in destination should be simplified with high validity corresponding
to the theories. Assimilation can be divided into five dimensions: economic cultural social structural
and identity. Future research should be directed at the final direction of the assimilation of migrants
and the causal chain centered on the assimilation ( the status and the causes and consequences of as—
similations) and longitudinal or panel survey studies should be enhanced to understand the situation
and development trajectory of assimilation of migrants in China.
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Figure 2 Measurement Structure of Assimilation
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