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Effects of Adult Children”s Migration
on Their Financial Support to Old Parents

Zhang Wenjuan

Abstract: Using data from a survey of rural — urban migrants in China conducted by Renmin Univer—
sity of China in 2009 this paper conducts an empirical study on the finical support from out — migrants
to their old parents in rural China. Social economic status of migrants as well as characteristics of mi-
gration process are introduced info analysis. Results show that migration patterns and socio — economic
characteristics of migrants have significant impacts on their behaviors of aging support. Out — migration
has conflicting effects on improving the economic status of out — migrants and taking their traditional ob-
ligation of family support. Importantly the traditional intergenerational support patterns of reciprocity and
exchange are maintained in families of migrants™ parents. The corporate group model is still the regula-
tion for division of aging support among adult children whose migration behaviors become important
characteristics in adjusting the division of family support.
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Table 1 ~ Variables and Results of Logistic Regression Analysis for Financial Support of Out — migrants

(%) : Exp( B)
1 2 3
1 <25 0.450 0.269
25 ~29 0.144 0.188 1.817° 1.553° 1.508 "
30 ~34 0.137 0.151 1.607" 1.264 1.184
35 ~39 0.124 0.172 2.029° 1.319 1.302
>39 0.144 0.220 2.172* 1.639° 1.653"
0.529 0.615 1.305° 1.181 1.151
/ 0.251 0.238
0.581 0.580 1.335 1.247 1.182
0.168 0.182 1.665° 1.507 1.422
0.158 0.221
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(%) Exp( B)
1 2 3
0.436 0.286 0.762 0.713 0.718
0.405 0.493 0.978 0.862 0.837
0.838 0.768
0.072 0.055 0.712 0.902 0.889
0.089 0.177 1.665" 1.661° 1.694"
0.103 0.108
0.725 0.674 0.927 0.997 1.026
0.024 0.004 0.941 0.988 1.056
0.148 0.179 0.904 0.945 1.009
/ 0.409 0.503
0.076 0.108 0.781 0.761
0.515 0.389 0.631** 0.692"
1-3 0.182 0.168
<1 0.292 0.145 0.568** 0.563**
3-~6 0.261 0.242 0.897 0.906
6~10 0.158 0.211 1.145° 1.225"
< =10 0.107 0.234 1.761° 2.194**
0.192 0.178
0.344 0.468 1.191 1.205
0.172 0.174 1.039 1.033
0.292 0.181 0.720" 0.807*
0.330 0.411 1.266 1.342"
0.361 0.393
0.186 0.213 0.912 0.901
0.454 0.394 0.730° 0.706"
0.072 0.094
0.268 0.302 1.136" 1.181"
0. 660 0.603 0.986 1.077
0.097 0.225 1.339% 1.417"
0.223 0.203
0.179 0.212 1.808"
0.206 0.192 1.624"
0.392 0.393 1.700"
log10( ) 2310' 2286 1.085
—2LL 1377.366 1315.595 1306. 09
D *k%%p<0.001 *%p<0.01 * p<0.05 +p<0.1;1 ( )
: “ 2009,

(2)
1
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Table 2 Variables and Results of Multilevel Linear Regression Analysis for Financial Support of Children
1 2 3 4 5
(0):1 0.257 -1.652"*  —-1.255" -1.217° -1.381"  —1.399"
2 0.358 —-1.483™  -1.024*  -0.981" -1.158"  -0.625
3+ 0.359 -1.637"  -1.089* —1.057" -1.284"  -0.556
(0):1 0.300 0.102 0.187 0.193 0.114 0.007
2 0.704 0.052 0.039 0.068 0.008 0.343
3+ 0.283 0.011 0.139 0. 166 0.114 0.627
(0= ) 0.468 0.019 -0.064 -0.074 0.012 0.316
66.076' 0.022 -0.003 -0.001 0.005 -0.000
(0= ) 0.733 0.745™ 0.554 0.522" 0.486*  -0.102
ADL(0 = ) 0.017 0.284 0. 690 0.644 0.649 0.644
(0= ) 0.557 0.402°%  0.384™  0.365*  0.023" 0.011
37.748'  -0.001 -0.003 0.003 0.006 0.011
(0= ) 0.908 0.221 0.124 0.228 0.271 0.572°
/ 0.014 -0.877 -1.004*  -0.972*  -0.567 -1.550"
(0= ): 0.807 -0.301 -0.307*  -0.231 -0.193 -0.085
(0= ) 0.653 -0.382"
* 0.118 -0.460 0.247 0.453 0.504
* 0.125 -0.921™  -0.993** -0.885"* -1.233**
* 0.226 —1.295"  —1.230%* —1.264™ —1.642"
* 0.112 -0.650"  -0.542 -0.501 -0.701
* 0.167 —1.319™  —1.214™* —1.155" —1.406™*
(0= ) 0.504" 0.347" 0.641"
0.089 0.815* 0. 560 0.975™
/ 0.094 1.073™*  0.627** 0.456"
0.471 11777 0.744™  0.827™
(0= ) 0.489 -0.751"" —1.065""*
0.316 —1.453% —2.021*
0.085 2,622 -3.382"
(0= ) 0.493 0.236 0.315"
0.135 0.410° 0.254
(0= ) 0.286 0.371° 0.031
0.163 0.679 0.406
0.133 0.551°  -0.061
/ 0.050 0.760" 0.786°
0.071 -0.126 —-1.032%*
(0-2) 0.312' 0. 406
(0= ) 0.161 0.218"
-LL 5386.090  5614.366  5584.588  3760.405  6224.290
D p<0.001 p<0.01 * p<0.05 +p<0.1;1: .
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