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China’s Urbanization Strategy

Research Group of China Population and Development Research Center

Abstract: This research develops specific goals paths and strategies of urbanization in China upon
analyzing the Chinese characteristics and future trends of urbanization. Urbanization will become basic
national conditions of China™s future social development which will have significant impacts on the
sources and driving forces of future prosperity and development. However current challenges in Chi-
na’ s urbanization are that population urbanization lags behind industrialization and land urbanization
and urbanization of the household registered population lags behind urbanization of the resident popu-
lation. China”s urbanization development will be shifted from a pure speed approach to an approach
combining speed with quality during the " Twelfth Five - Year plan" period and the economic reform will
enter info a new stage characterized by promoting in — depth urbanization and urban - rural integra—
tion. An urbanization model with Chinese characteristics would be developed by taking urbanization as
the leading force in deepening the reform directing at household registration system reform and em-—
ployment promotion enhancing urbanization quality and promoting equalization of rural and urban
public services.
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Figure 1 Trends in China’s Urbanization 1950 to 2010
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