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article discusses this issue from the angle of domestic political response to globalization. National policies can set barriers to and
delay international economic integration, but they also can facilitate globalization by providing more stable environment and
mitigating the tension between market and society through some safety nets. Globalization, by weakening state autonomy,
decreases the ability of governments to set barriers to global economic activities; but on the other hand, it also erodes the
capacities of national governments to support the smooth development of globalization.

Reshaping the Geopolitical Environment of Central Asia: U.S.” s Policy Adjustments Towards
Central Asia Since 2005 ( 65)

ZENG Xang-hong

After the* Tulip Revolution” in Kyrgyzstan and the Andijan Event in Uzbekistan took place in March and May 2005
respectively, America’ s strategic advantages in Central Asia incurred certain losses. From late 2005, America began to make
policy adjustments towards Central Asia. In order to reshape the geopolitical environment of Central Asia and its neighborhood,
the new measures taken by America are focused on the following aspects: establishing a new Bureau of South and Central Asia in
the State Department; taking Afghanistan as the pivotal country in the planned“ the Greater Central Asia” ; planning to build a
corridor of energy to the south so as to realize diversification of energy export from Central Asian countries; treating Central Asian
countries differently in tactics and shaping Kazakhstan as the* corridor of reform” and“ regional leader”; and laying more
emphasis on education assistance and nongovernmental organizations’ services to push democracy in Central Asian countries.
Though it is still too early to make a comprehensive evaluation of the influences and effects of the American policy adjustments
towards Central Asia, what we can be sure is that America will regard Central Asia as an increasingly important region in its
global strategy.

Review and Prospect of China’ s Study of International Law Science in the 30 years of Reform and
Opening ( 74)

YANG Ze-wei

China’ s international law science circles have achieved great successes in academic research, talent training, participating in
international organization activities, and so on. In the past thirty- odd years, Chinese scholars have also brought forth new ideas in
study methods, and analyzed focus issues in international relations according to international law principles. However, the
phenomenon that theory is divorced from practice is also obvious in the study of China’ s international law science. In the future,
the scope of its studies will be enlarged, and the studies be combined more closely with China’ s diplomatic practices. The main
subjects to be studied will include theoretical issues and new trend of development in international law since the beginning of the
21 century.

The Negative Influence of the United Nations Convention on the Law

of the Sea (UNCLOS)( 82

LIU Zhong-min

For a long time, the Chinese academia made no systematic study on the negative influence of United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), which is obviously detrimental to the protection of China’ s sea rights and interests. This paper
analyzed the negative influence of the UNCLOS from three aspects: (1) The UNCLOS in operation has aggravated conflicts related
to delimitation of maritime boundaries, chiefly because its regulations concerning delimitation of maritime boundaries are
inexplicit and vague, and may lead to great differences of understanding and application between different states. (2) The
UNCLOS in operation has intensified legal disputes in maritime conflicts in Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), due to the faultiness



of the UNCLOS and violation of other countries’ rights and interests in EEC by some sea hegemony powers. (3) The surplus
rights issues in the UNCLOS began to emerge, as the UNCLOS lacks definite regulations on many issues. The most prominent
issue at present is the disputes related to the peaceful use of the seas and anti- terrorism on the seas.

Agent- Based Modeling and International Relations Studies ( 90)
LU Hui

Agent- based modeling is a third way of doing science, different from the two standard methods of induction and deduction. Based
on a complex adaptive system, agent- based modeling tries to understand the dynamic mechanism behind the phenomenon and
shifts its study from entity to process. Agent- based modeling transcends the rationalist analysis of new- classical economics,
enables constructivism to overcome its operational hurdles, and thereby has pushed the reform of method in international relations
studies.

An Analysis of IR Theoretical Synthesis( 98)

HUANG Hai-tao

IR theoretical synthesis is an important academic issue. This paper discusses the definition, dynamics, ways, and limitations of
theoretical synthesis. Different from the synthetic pattern of explanation and eclecticism, theoretical synthesis provides a form of
innovation, aiming at constructing a new theory. As there are very few examples of successful theoretical synthesis in IR research,
the application of this method should be strictly limited.

Review

International Organization as Bureaucracy- On Rules for the World: International Organizations in
Global Politics ( 104)

BO Yan

The theory of international organization has been underdeveloped as compared with the theory of state behavior in the study of
international relations. The book Rules for the World: International Organizations in Global Politics written by two American
scholars has constructed a systematic theory of international organization by applying the organization theory of sociology, and
provided a better explanation to the behavior of international organizations in global politics.

Seeking a New Way for the Combining and Development of Civilizations( 111)
—A Summary of the Seminar of the Exchange and Combining of Civilizations in the Oriental History
CHEN Feng-lin; LU Jing



