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China’s Economic Diplomacy Towards the GCC Countries
From the International System Transformation and
Geo-economics Perspectives

YU Yong

Abstract With the deepening of globalization, the international system transformation has been
intensifying. One country’s economic relations with another or with the regional organizations have
become its top urgent agenda among a variety of global issues. As developing countries, China and the
GCC members experienced a tremendous impact considering their internal and external environments
during this period. Meanwhile, there have been strong complementary trends in their geo-economic
development, in which the building of FTA negotiations has been among the topics. The GCC countries
are one of the dominant developing countries to enhance the China’s economic diplomacy. This paper
aims to explore and probe the bilateral geo-economic ties. Regarding the current international system
transformation and financial crisis, the paper also expects to forecast their further cooperation and
win-win development prospects.

Key Words International System Transformation; Geo-economics; Economic Diplomacy; GCC
Countries; China and the Gulf
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