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Sex Ratio at Birth in China in the 1990s: How High Did It Really Climb?

Abstract: While the very low fertility rates obtained from the various demographic surveys in the 1990s including the
2000 census are considered to be beyond belief, the very high sex ratios at birth (SRB) reported from the same surveys
are widely accepted. T he major objective of this article is to re estimate Chinas SRBs in the 1990s using the educational
data by examining the sex differences in birth under reporting in the 2000 census. Results show that the estimated SRBs
were not as high as those reported in the census. T he actual SR Bs and sex ratios at younger age groups are estimated to
be low er than those reported in the census by 59 percentage points. Under reporting of female births is estimated to ac
count for at least 50% of the excessive amount of the SRBs in the 1990s. Socic economic differentials in the SRB are ak

so examined in this article using the micro data of the 2000 census.
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