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A Reexamination on the Poverty Line in China

Abstract: This paper reexamines and discusses poverty line and poverty — stricken population in China. The author has investigated
more than ten poor courties in China in the past several yeas and found that the living standard of impoverished wml areas of our
country is extremely low, which is only equal to one fifth of that of the most impoverished and one tenth of that of the poor by inema-
tional standard in poverty, one fourth of that of the prisoners in China, and one fiftieth of the American poverty line. Under such living
conditions for the poor, it is impossible for the labor force to accomplish reproduction. The reductbn of the population of the poor from
over two hundred million to twenty million should not be mainly atiributed to the government s effoits in poverty alleviation but rather
to the flow of peasants seeking jobs in cities. According to the theory of the value of labor force of Marx, improving the living standard
of the poor in rural areas is the most urgent and important task of our country in order to realize long— tem stability of the society and

the laging prosperity of the country.
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