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Abstract: Supplier selection is an optimal decision problem that draws attention from academic and industrial ci2
cles, and considerable research efforts have been and are continuously being devoted in the related areasl This pa2
per categorically outlines the advances in research of supplier selections, and profoundly analyzes various purchase
strategies, supplier evaluation rules, supplier selection models and the corresponding optimization
approachesl Consequently, this paper identifies merits and setbacks of the approaches, their application scopes and
existing problems, and further more indicates the future research directionsl
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