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TG KA

The Breakout and Disposal of Inmates in the Ming and Qing County Prisons

BAI Hua
(Zhou Enlai School of Government , Nankai University , Tianjing 300191, China)

Abstract: Imprisonment of the convicted inmates is the severe punishment as a result of the strong power of the Court

rather than the will of the inmates themselves. Due to the poor living and medical conditions of prisons, as well as restric-

tions on personal freedom, restrictions on prison utensils, and even the possibility of being blackmailed and cheated by a

lead prison thug or other jailers, the inmates suffered both physically and mentally in great pain. Thus, it was the desire

of most inmates to escape from prison and regain freedom, and some of them actually turned this desire into action. As

the inmates’ breakout was a challenge to the Court and the legal authorities, it was consequently strictly prohibited by the Court.

Key words: county prison; breakout; bribe; neglect; inmate



