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Yellow River’s Burst at Tongwaxiang and the Government Countermeasures

JIA Guo-jing
(School of History and Culture s Shandong University s Jinan 250014, China)

Abstract: In the late Qing Dynasty, the Yellow River’s affairs and relief affairs which had been very important in the
state’s affairs fell into disorder which was perfectly embodied in the countermeasures of the Qing government to the
Yellow River’s burst at Tongwaxiang. In the f{ifth year of Xianfeng Reign, the Yellow River burst at Tongwaxiang. The
Qing government took to suspend the burst holding construction and relief work in the disastrous area as a result of the its
efforts to crack down Taiping rebellion. Through the measures taken by the government, it is found out that existence the
executive power of the Qing government had greatly declined and its first mission was to sustain its reign in the context of
internal rebellion and external aggression. The Yellow River administration system was disorganized gradually And relief
work was increasingly localized.

Key words: Yellow River Bursting at Tongwaxiang; suspending the Yellow river’s affairs; relief weakening; marginaliza-
tion of Yellow River affairs; localization of relief affairs



