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wAERE & A

An Experimental Research of Cognitive Processing Characteristics
of the Past-Time-Orientation Individuals

LU Hou-chao, HUANG Xi-ting

(School of Psychology, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: Past time orientation is the direction of individual’s behavior and thinking, which mainly refers to past objects
and events. This research uses 2 (high past-orientation team, low past-orientation team) X 2 (self-referred team, others-
referred team) X 2(negative past information, positive past information) mixed design to explore the characteristics about
past-orientation individuals’cognitive processing. Results show that individuals with past orientation tend to process past
information about self more deeply and recall more information. They tend to process negative self information at first.
Individuals with past orientation process information in the same way as individuals with self-schema. The possible rea-
sons and further research are also discussed.

Key words: time; past time perspective; past orientation; cognitive processing



