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Inquiry into the Iranian Tribes in the 16th and 17th Centuries

WANG Ping
(The Institute of Middle Eastern Studies, Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, China)

Abstract; The issue of tribes has long been a troublesome problem for the rulers, historians and sociologists in Middle
Eastern history. In the 16th and 17th centuries when Iran was ruled under the Safavids (1502 —1722), Turkman tribes
which had played the vital role during the dynasty’s formative period gradually developed into the unstable factor. With
such measures as military, administration and financial reforms, the Safavids rulers held back the separatists, strength-
ened their regime and maintained unification and stability of the state.
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