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On Engels’ Criticism of Capitalism in His Early Times and Its Significance

WANG Pei-tong
(Department of Philosophy . Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract; Engels criticized capitalism drastically based on material interests when he underwent the change of his world
view in his youth. He thought that capitalistic state show itself as a Christian one, for bourgeois liberalism resorts to ab-
stract principles. Capitalist private ownership engenders human dissimilation to object, which makes money become the
regnant power of society. Only in communist society can common interests and private interests be consistent, and people
predominate themselves again. We must rely on social revolution when we try to replace capitalistic private ownership and
rebuild our society. Engels’ criticism of capitalism in his early times is good to build Marxist world view and can help us
to grasp the revolutionary spirit of Marxist philosophy.
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