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Effects of Betulinic Acid on Lymphocyte and Macrophage in Mice
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Abstract: This study aimed to observe the effects of betulinic acid (BA) on the lymphocyte and
macrophage in mice. BA was synthesized by oxidizing betulin from the bark of the white birth
with Jone's reagent, followed by selective oxidation of the resulting betulonic acid with NaBH,.
168 KM mice (6 weeks old) were orally administered the BA for 14 days with the dose of 0,
0.25, 0.5 and 1 mg * kg'body weight. The effect of BA on the lymphocytes proliferation, thy-
mocyte and splenocyte subsets, the number of plaque forming cells (PFC) and the phagocytic ac-
tivity of the macrophages were evaluated. Oral administration of BA was found to significantly in-
crease the thymus and spleen indices, lymphocytes proliferation induced by Concanavalin A or li-
popolysaccharide, the percentage of CD4" cells in thymus as well as the percentage of CD19" B
cells and the ratios of CD4" /CD8" cells in spleens. The number of PFC and the macrophage
phagocytic activity was also enhanced. The results suggest that BA enhances mouse cellular im-
munity, humoral immunity, and activity of macrophages.

Key words: betulinic acid; lymphocyte; macrophage

HEAR R (Betulinic Acid, BA)J& TP 58 i HO kL4 HIV S| %) R 208 40 i 2 A i
TR =5 AFAE T Z MY . 1995 £ R H BA M SRIEEEMESRET L S & B BA B HUI R Bt

W FS B #1:2010-07-14

E&TE WA EE TR H (08C433) s B4 WF T £ BIF W H (14)

EEB N5 MA976-) L, LM AT W B8R BN F R 2 85 5 e 3 2 T
* WBIFIEE R E,E-mail: yuanhui7269@ yahoo. com. cn; 5 4x 1 , E-mail ; yibinzhen@163. com



1 5y G ke ME A Tt /1N BRI EEL 200 B I W 240 G 14 5 ) 43 125

SR AP AR T 2R BOR . (15 BA
RSNz . HAT BA B0F5E 3 2 4R p A X b
200 0 A O T TR IR AR M B A AT R I R SRS .
BA 245 U B 2 45 A7 AT RE J2 15 HIL AR 5 g5 T R
AN HAAE R TR S R A . i ELAR 2 AR
Py b AR I =i AL A AR B A R R RE T .
PR A IR FIAR A 45 25 i A ¥R BA X IE /)
B 7R £ 240 i R 9 i 114 52 0 Sy G S B O T 1
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1.1.1 ¥ KM /NI JFi& 18~22 g, 5~6
Ja i W 18 R 3T 3 v SR SE B S s D

1.1. 2 =357 AU &% rat antimouse CD4. FITC
/ CD8. RPE, rat antimouse CD19.FITC / CD3.
RPE Il [ BD 247 ; RPMI-1640. Jif 4 i1 (FBS)
I B Hyclone A wl; JJ 8 H A (ConA) , WE M i
(MTT), s Z B (LPS) g H Sigma 24wl Ak
oy M Al R . RO AR 35 A (B [, Waters) ,
Ji 7% Y (Agilent 1100 Series LC/MSD, % E) , ¥
G 4L R A% ( Varian INOVA-300, 2 [#) . CO, 41 Jifs
Bz 48 (Sanyo., H A . i B W #5 (Eppendorf) ,
18] & B (Olympus) . Ui 20 40 g 4% (FACSCali-
bur, BD) ,

1.1.3 MWKV M A B B B R R T 8 22 9
B G LR 2009 AFFF AL . 2 60 CHET N AE

R TR AL .

1.2 RKWAHE

121 IR v A R T 1 42 B 5 ME R R 1 5
FRICEHMERT BB R 15 g, F 200 mL HIfE 70 “C

PIElE 3 b WU T4 i 2 mol « L NaOH $i 4,

WO T T2 W 75 T I Tk A I £ K 78

RS MU B DR TR AR A 3. 452 g5 FREL

0.6 g KL, B AL JZ B . 980 Hs T 9 A5 HE AR B 4l

0.56 g, 41k 98.86%,

SR VAR A TR 52 4y v [R5 J e AR IR 1) 7 o
HUMEARE 1 g PO R 3 i O PR B 4k 2 20 2 5~10
CIE B M 1 B iR (ME AT+ B i)
=1 165,20 ‘C/N 3 h, &I U FR 25 S48 A TTTE . I
JEZE T N B, 5% W £ R & TR A B K, 10%

NaHCO; %% . A LA oK MgSO, T 1 . 1% %
B0 [ PR Sy R R TR R OREL o o R FH & TR O A L DR
HRFE 3 S B L 0 TR A5 ME R i R 2 5 0. 81
g WUMEAR T B2 50 me, 00 & b 44/ U & uk i
(NaBH,/ THF) i J5t, #5 Jr 4% [E {£ 7% T 20 mL H
Pt I B W 15~ 20 min, ¥ X 5 45 & 19 8K 1R 40 i
46 mg,
1.2.2 MERER IS5 1 % 5E IR. HPLC-MS B Jf]
LI H-NMR, PC-NMR %5 #ERBR 451 . HPLC
S A B REAE B Zorbax Eclipse XDB-CS,
4.6 mmX15 cm, o AH: FHEE © K4 g+ L'HR
B)=40 : 60, #:1.0 mL » min', % K.210
nm, AR O 2 MS S B R RAUEE R
BR (APCD ; H #5J5 Fl : 50 ~ 1 000 amu (atomic
mass unit) ; 34 75 2 A Sl B4R T 0 R L )
100 eV & T #¢ 3{ ; Positive (negative); T X i
5 Lo min' s THR AW 350 Cs 4L JE J): 60
psi(HH 4 F 413. 4 kPa),
1.2.3 8554 M ak 2 ¥ 168 H KM /UL
EAE 21~25 °C FHXREE S 60 20 1 Fa 5% B R 5 1
JA G BN 4 41,55 1 4 X B4 5 2.3.4 4
9 BA 41,00 BARE T 1% M9 nl i v 3e b o 20
$0.25.0.5.1.0 mg « kg ' #EH X HAEG K 16
ALV PETERY 0. 2 mL o FUT 3 A it 56 i I L
B2,
12,4 BA /)N BLUIIE 48 BOFN i iR 48 %00 52 e
525 14 d Jg F )N BUPR H . W7 AL SE , BRI
) i T 9008 A B ER K B DB AR Ky PR
FEHZE 0.000 1, MR THAL A RS EIR
B AL H5OR i Bt 45 50

e m e e T R (mg)
RIEARE R = R i (mg) X 100

125 /B 2 4 i 2 5 0K /N B 5 | 33 Ak
YE BT 75 %R PR 2~3 min, JORE &AM T %
"B A LA ECL 200 R A0 R B T T 1 mL ) RP-
MI-1640 58415 20 (7 10%FBS.20 mmol « L' 4%
WM. 100 U » mL' HFH KA 100 pg « L' EEH
) A W g 806 41 BB 950 LA b PR
AR R 52X 10° AN « mL' . 4 R R B AN T
96 FLKGFEMR , BEAL 200 pL 3K BG B2 2 FX IR AL Ul
RO s ConA IR E N 5 pg + mL' Con A
AN B8O A LPS 20 Chn 28 ¥ B O 10 pg + mlL!
LPS F4ia 0 fFdiie 3 M fL. & 37 C.5%
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CO., WA G SR 72 ho BEIREHAT 4 h, WK H ¢
s b 78 A IR AR LT A RPMI-1640 55 37 90 200
pLoe FL [ EHEFLIA 5 mg « mL' MTT 15 pL,
ARZLNEFE 4 hJE L 5 BIE . RALINA 200 pL
PR W FT R 5T 5 i 5 (0 2 i 52 A R L AR X AE
490 nm PRI RE LR AE .

1.2.6 L2540 M (Plague Forming Cell, PFC)
{149 A ] B 20% 4 F- 21 40 s (Sheep Red Blood

Cell, SRBC) M 441 0. 2 mL 647 %y s 5 56
4 K TCHE A BUEE . AT PBS il 5 X 10° 4> « mL!
1 200 B A Y, FH 5 W W4 e 0 AN TR B AE 95 %0 LA
b BREEFREE A g HBTEMAZE K 2 100 mL)
I RIS 45 CORIB R 5 % & Hank's )
A2/, B4 0.5 mL, Frm & W m 10%
SRBC 100 pL, 40 Ml WK 100 p L, G IR 57, 4 )
T O W B b2 8 R b ABCPAT B o B e e
Jo B R ACECE R 3 LA CO, BEFRA
JH 1~1.5 h, 8k 5 il Hank's 28 fr 8055 B 1 40 A
(1 MARIBE LM N HZHE 1~1.5 h
J& 114k PFC,
1.2.7 WREL4THE T . B 400 0 ) TG B K
LAY 1) S R 0 o BN w5 S 11 0= 3
I FH b B0 6 ) s R R R R AR S A 100 R
M35 & [ (Bovine serum albumin, BSA) i) PBS
Ve 2 W, BIRE L 8 min(l 500 r « min') ., RIG¥
MR T 5 1% BSA () PBS i, & W i
B0 A0 M B O AE 95 %0 LA b 8 4% 200 i vk i
1X10" 4~ « mL',

JIL 9K B 440 i fin A Bt BL CD4 . FITC / CD8: RPE
5 CD19:FITC / CD3:RPE g 10 1oL, i 5t ok &
240 AT B, CD4 . FITC / CD8:RPE #4710 plL.,
4 CUKHiIMF 30 min, L PBS 28 vl vk 25 i 85 4t
AL 1 mL ARFRL DL FACS K50 58 S kR BH 2 40
JE 4y R A5 S &L B Cellquest B0 20 BT 5
.
1.2.8 [ Wi 4 i 75 W5 g g 1 Il HEHT 3 d,
J e S 5 Y0 TR PR TE RS 0.5 mL. /N BUBE S Ab
BE . 75 Yol G 12 0 i » T O % IR s 1 A 10 mL G
TV i PBS 22 ol 42 IR EB 3 min Ji5 WUIE i
WTELEF .1 000 r « min' #0408 min, F# % |
W, 10% FBS-RPMI 1640 £ 32 (% 10% FBS,

20 mmol « L' A& Bt . 100 U » mL"' 75 55 Z Al 100
pg s LSRR ZFOUE 2 W, ERA IR E & 2 X 10°
A e mL' BB R AL 200 pL E2 AR E] 96 FL
BFb. BT 37 °C.5% CO, ¥ iRE 3 h 5
5 L3 H PBS vk 3 WL aifkEmE4lil. HE T
37 C 5% CO, B FA PR IR 24 ho 3¢ LW . B
LA 0. 1% Ay 2r A B ER K I 200 pL, 4k
SR 4 h B s g, H R 8 PBS 3 Bk
96 FLEF IR 3 W, FF L IE W . A 40 i T
200 pL, & & ok 7% FE R AR AL I E 490 nm fY %
R

1.2.9 B4 o3 b F0 ik 3 I SPSS #4347 %1
P Ab 3 25 T 38 b o 22 R AL IR ¢ Ry 3 A3
Bro

2 ZRE55MH
2.1 HMERBHOLEHET

BRI AP R NEL L R, BA 1
IR FEAE MR : 76 3 447. 97 em' H B F2 HL A 45 4% 3l
W, 1 687. 27 o' HY PR FR B 3L 10 SR R 0k U L 1 642. 07
em'' g C=C (4 45 4i 2l W Wi e 5 FH G LS AR 66 ) A
1 C-H RS H 2 870. 20~2 943.34 cm', Fi 3
C-H &l gh iy 1 376. 81 em', JEXF Fr 45 il Pk
ik 1 45195 em' 5 CH,-1y 8Y X 4k ) & &,
1044.12 em™ 3 C-O B4 45 s ik 1%, HPLC-MS
R 0 A« L e ) £ B R ) T 43 sk SR b s M 4
o U T FR O AR B MR R R I IR B R R AT
N[ 2 A T N T T R O
A FFHE BT BA 4> F il 455. 2 [M-H]
(# Cy His O, 315, 47 F 54 456. 7) ;' H-NMR
P C-NMR 9% 3% B9 5 SCmks " — 3. 450
T I HEAR TR
2.2 BAX/MNREEHZEHRBEWEIN

HELEHEE 14 d, /N B HBBE T B AT AT 53 I
N B R B BA XN RIE L2 TLFTEN. £ 1
AJHT, 5T B2 A #KR L 0. 25 mg -+ kg BA BEE
/IN R AL R B B 4 B (R 25 B OR B 3 (P >0.05),
0.5 mg « kg™ ) BA BEAE i /)N BRI I 48 B3 (H X g i
FEECE A K1 mg « kg' BA BRRE ML 2F I8 IE 5 %k
o RE A2 g i 45 %k (P<< 0. 05),
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Table 1 Effect of BA on the weight index of the thymus and spleen

% 28 B 45 50 Immune apparatus index

20 5| Group
T IR 45 %0 Thymus index

T 38 % Spleen index

Control 0.38240.032
0.25 mg » kg’ 0. 386 0. 036
0.5 mg * kg 0.394+0. 08
| mg - kg' 0. 4460. 068"

0.23940. 021
0.24540.033
0.297+0.070"

0.286=40.048"

5y A, » Fam P<<0.05, % x Fspx P<<0.01, A

Compared with the control, * means at P<Z0.05, * % means at P<Z0.01. The same as below

2.3 BA Xf ConA F1 LPS 5 5 itk 2 40 B 1 58 A 52 M

M 2 "l AL BA A2 iE ConA S T ik
2 P 3 5L B BA R B 0% T e L bk O A A ) 3 4
SR BT %, 0.25 F1 0.5 mg « kg BA fig i
28 FE R B A0 I A 34 5 (P<<0. 05) .1 mg » kg BA

£ 2 BA X LPS #1 ConA i S 58 iH B AL E A N

AEHR 3 00 5 T 3tk E2 40 L F B 9 (P<<0. 01D 5 [A]
I BA L AE (R LPS ¥ i B ik B 400 A 14 4
0.25 F1 0.5 mg » kg' BA #8158 B bk 40 g
({3455 (P<<0. 05), 1 mg » kg' BA fENS# B k=40
MR B A 22 57 R 3% (P=0.05)

Table 2 Effect of BA on lymphocyte proliferation induced by LPS or ConA

205 ODyy0 {8 Absorbance at 490 nm

Group BA BA+ ConA BA+ LPS

Control 0.32740.033 0.37240. 009 0.36640.012

0.25 mg * kg 0.33040.018 0.42340. 048" 0.42940.075"

0.5 mg * kg 0.339+0.012 0.40840.039" 0.408=40.048"

I mg * kg 0.35140.012 0.47740.045"" 0.39340. 066

2.4 BA 3t SRBC %% /NG PFC B & B
VeI 25 BRI 4 B P 2, BA. A/ LA o £ A;‘;‘;‘; ) T

iy PEC,BEE BA W BT+, PFC 2 —E 1y 17t 9 5ol T I |

Bl A IR L PRC MBI T 15.920.24.8% & 500} [ I

1 54.3% (0.25.0.5 1 1 mg + kg?), LA 1 mg « kg & 1000 |

BA 22 5% i 3% (P<<0. 0D, 500 |

2.5 BA o R bk F 40 A 0B B bk £ 40 Al 0 B B 4 0 R 02 o 1

IH 2 200 PR M 49 5 T e S 2 T B ik L 4 e
AR E SO RE A ¢, IR 58 T BA X R8I B 20 i
R e % o 2L 00 BRI A ) S . LR 3. BA RE 3 b
PR MM B 40 e CD19" CEL B 4 i) & 4y %, LU
0.25 mg * kg "fE & im (P<< 0.01), [FAf,BA [%
ik CD8" H 4y %, i # tE#E & CD4" /CD8” [ H 4
Ho S A AR EE I L Al 41 CDAT /CD8 T Y

ZH%)  Group

B2 BAXGFLAMMERE/NR PFC HFM
Fig. 2 Number of PFC in SRBC-immunized mice treated
with betulinic acid

HARSMIEE T 26.44%,30.75% F1 38.51% .
fHX} CD3" G T 40 1 CD4 ™ 4 R B A 520 .
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Table 3 Effects of BA on the percentage of splenocyte and thymocyte subpopulations

Eisgan 5] Group

Index Control 0. 25 mg * kg 0.5 mg * kg 1 mg * kg
Lk B A/ % Splenocytes

CD3" 28.94+3. 20 25.88+3.58 27.23+1.48 26.86+3.54
CDh4' 22.1942.98 20.274+3.32 21.49+1. 82 21.4443. 88
CD8' 6.48+0.99 4.67£0.72" 4.81£0.56" 4.62-+0. 86"
CD4" /CD8" 3.48+0.71 4.40+0.78" 4.55+0. 86" 4.82+1.42"
CD19" 62.3943. 25 67.03+£3.04"" 65.984+1.66" 66.68+3.71"
W Ji K B2 2 M/ %6 Thymocytes

CD4" CDS8" 78.1441.73 76.4241.13" 76.56+1.67 75.11+1.38""
CD8 CD4" 4.40+1. 29 4.73+0.85 4.344+0. 64 5.2240.49
CD4" CD§ 14. 86+0. 93 16.17+1. 37" 16.55+1.69" 17.06£1.70* "
CD8" CD4 2.5940. 36 2.6940.37 2.5540. 39 2.614+0.51
CD4" /CDS8" 5.79+0.55 6.11+0.94 6.65+1.48 6.7941. 64

BA B8 R4 Ma i bk 2 4l i CD4 " CD8 ™ XUFHME T
ML 32 (5 3D, Sk 3 HiFR = A Ak 2 4 il CD4
CD8 H 48 %,0. 25.0. 5.1 mg « kg |5 241 73 5 $2 &
T 8.81%.11.37% F1 14. 8%, {HX} T 41y CDS"
CD4 ,CD8 CD4 {4y 3R L K& CD4" /CD8" H, == 5 3¢
AR
2.6 BAXP/NRIEREE MBS NE

NERGELEHE E BA 2 Ji B WA M A v k2
I RE UL 3 FEAIG L R R 2 BA S8 ] 1 i I
i L s 240 L 7 s v P 2 04 B s M T A W R 3 G
BB T 26.38%.50.92% A1 68.71% ., B EH BA
TR B 3G R g

035 r *
ke
03 ( T
e
025
4—:Ifi 0.2 l
g8 ° [
2015 l
0.1
0.05
0 1 1 1 ]
Control 0.25 0.5 1
H5] Group

B 3 BA X} iR B W40 i & 5E 1 K R
Fig 3 Effect of BA on peritoneal macrophage phagocytic

activity
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3.1 AH#MRHEARERNRERSHARERNE K
FIHER B2 54 20 %~ 30 %0 B =i Ak & 4y it

HEARTE b7 =W 4L S Wi 7000 A4y, R G 3% Y P e

Y B A M T B A ket s I LA it O iS4 -5 B

Wi n A A e AR R R . SR IS T A AL B/ IR
Wi (NaBH, / THFE) i 545 5] 3a Fl 33- I
BACHHI N 5 ¢ 95 T H A A BTG P A0 #E
RERZ B- AR, R 5 HY B 45 & b th A5 31 38- 7%
F R BA gl o VA TR 2 AT, Wi L BRI
ECIE- 3=
3.2 BA X5 9% a8 E 5 A0 AR ik 2 40 B 38 5E A
B % i

B 5 A B A% 7 B0 A i HLAA S D RE 1Y W)
A bR, U5 & B, BA RE$2 & MUK 9 e 0 3% T 48
BIFR RSO R 2 1 5 3R P e
T HUAAR G 5 107 287 S NE P AR B ML AR 1 A48 i £
R, ConA N T ik B 40 i A 22 43 24 s, 412 ik
T WA 3G 56 . LPS VESh B bk 40 il 225 2
Ji A Bk A g g . g gE R R W] BA AT
[FfE#F ConA 5 LPS 755 0y /N BUMIE T 98k 2 41 ffd
B B Ibk L A0 100 39 50 P (ELH B AN B A B 1Y
T B4 55 L AT — 5 B 7 S
3.3 BA %t SRBC &% /MR PFC 1920

PURTE 15 2 B 25 i 114 22 /0 AT s AL A4 AR TR 9 92
RS AR WEIE & B, BA BB 42 = 19 40 A B
PFC, HFfi 57 & 19 b & 3G . 3 3t B 68 R it
SRBC Hr A4 (4 48 M 38 fin  BRHT AR TE B 240 M3 i <5 )
BA YE e R B - 6L B 40 ihg 2. B 40 il 2h
RE Y 5 L 32 o ML 1 1A VR B 5 T g
3.4 BA /)R B 48 B I 8% A9 2 i

CD4" F1 CD8" X Wi Fh 4 iy T 40 B A P = 221y
G 32 I8 1T 4 L, P 2 R R LU 9 1 GE H (i CDA T/
CD8" (LA s WIHLIK S R Ge I REIE 7 1Y E 2
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il 42 %

PR, B CDAT /CD8™ T 40 b 49 b, 3 15 AH
G RE AT i CDAT /CD8™ T 41 g Hu 1] T B, $
TGRSR T 7 3. ARG 25 R 32 0 L BA B4 5
TEH /NI EL 40 i CD4™ /CD8 ™ T 4 Jifg #4 FLAH 3%
ULH BARE/EF T T 4 M. 72 CD3" A CD4" T 4 iy
LA B 1 B0 Tl A B IR CDS 4t i g A8
CD4™ /CD8" HAH 7K F-. 130 5 38 & 8L, BA i Jig it
CD4" CD8 " ZUPH 4= 4 gy /b, CD4 — CD8 B B 14 4 Jfd
s, X ULEH BA VER T RO T bk 0 40, i 5E 2 11
XU BH 1 240 i 356 8% 4 Ak B ol DA™ CDS” B BH 4= 41 i
TR IIE T 20 00

CD19" 40 CEn B 40 M) 76 74 1K G 28 B 25 v il
IEHUR K 5 G 9 RN, AE LR Y Oy D HL A AR
R ARG 25 R, BA #5501 i 4L HR A8 B 25 4R
e /0N BROIELIMR B 40 g CD19 ™ 4 ff b 451, 0. 25 mg » kg
BA fig #% 8 % #& & CD19" 4 i [k %, i 0.5 F
1 mg - kg # &4 CDI9" 40 il & 4> AL F 0.25
mg * kg 41, A fig5 Thl 40HEMH T The 40 xF B
20 L 10 % B R A AL R — 2B T
3.5 BAXEMRMMEEELENHEIT

LA I 200 Y 1 o i ) R A e LA R R S
GPENREMAR B Z — . AR IR 42 1k
A0y At A I 240 6 00 A I A A s ep o T
BT AR OD {19 K/ ok H 8 BA X E W 248
L7 W RE T B R . 45 A R B/ BB I 4 g 4E BA
755 T o A W M 2 RE T B A 245 4 R B B
MR . X R BA BB BUE B 20 H . DA i 3 5 B
W 41 6 1) 5 W B T

TR R

FEAR TR FL A — 3 1 S 5 I A T 6 T/ B
P 201 i SRR S TR O 8 I R S S B D) RE A T I FY
45 AEH .
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