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Abstract  This paper firstly analyzes the Abel transform inversion of GPS ionospheric
occultation, and then introduces a new inversion method, which takes the horizontal gradient
information of the ionosphere into account, called the ground-based GPS VTEC constrained
inversion method for ionospheric occultation. Subsequently, this new method is applied in the
inversion of COSMIC low-latitude occultation observations. The preliminary statistical results
show that the retrieved critical frequency f,F, values using the ground-based GPS VTEC
constrained inversion are closer to the ionosonde measurements than those using the classical Abel
transform inversion.

Keywords GPS ionospheric occultation, Abel transform inversion, VTEC constrained inversion,

COSMIC

E&TE HMEFLET(201108004) | [E K HARFLE KL 4 (41174030) 245 [A] KA 2 [ 5 T 5 9050 % L 13 4> (201118PSK04) Al Hh [ H 7% Jmy
BS54 (1S200916012) 4k [m] %% By
EEEA R 1973 4F4 oA EEMN S SR EF 5T, E-mail: zhouyyhb@ yahoo. com. cn



44 JA AR A e GPS VTEC 2y 31 H, 88 J2 8 AL S 3 7 1% 1089

1 5 &

20 g 90 4EARIF & 1) GPS T4 A AR
AR RS AR | 4 R 4 Bk 26 1Y) 3T b 4 [B) ORI B Sk AT
fiE. 3K B A (9 80 i 2R 2 AE AR AL (LEO) I
LI — 6 GPS XU B #2050, 38 25 ) 5 9 i 25 )2
R AR ) GPS TR AF 5k S i 3 2 FR X
ZHE D 1 TR BT S i B0 22 46 . GPS T
G5 76 2 Bk A B 2 R M R AR, H O R AR
2B A ZER . R, N LEO 8 2 42 Y pLim &
F14) FEL I A 057 B8 356 T AT SR 5 25 il KN A
FH Abel B3 78 $ fife 535 i 89 )22 5 PR RS AT S 48 5
TR = Pl S A o e A R G NS I 0 AN A S
W ESHR LY. B 1995 4 2 [ Microlab-1 I
MR (GPS/MET) i IR ik T GPS Jo &k v #E A2
R BR B2 R KA R AT AT ROk B B
FH4k 52 T Orsted, CHAMP, SAC-C. GRACE,
COSMIC , Metop-A Z5& 4 522 W34 - It 2 COSMIC
R A B ) A St R P B ) A BE A5 B TR
RAGHETE Ay 28 8] R A0 0F 55 42 4k T K 1 5k it
GPS

Occultation
tangent point

LEO

1 GPSHfE 2 JUxR

Fig. 1 Tllustration of geometry of GPS occultation

IR FI T 22 i Abel AR 728 0 o 38 L 5 )2 0K
BRI 2% 1 AT 2 AR BE A Joi 1 4 2 A0 2 2 ) DX I
SRR PR A 8 I DL L X RR RO B R S S
AR A B0 70 A1 ME AW 5 s RHOOE T 553X — R B0 R
UM B TS R /0N T X R B A 1 R R A
JCH R WA BT DRI v 8 2 g B X AR A B 22
S Abel FL 8 2 R ST 9 d R DR 22 RO B
Ze i Abel #E2 U HE B X AR R, — 2852 F 4R
T TSI E 2 KB AR S SOk RO Ik L o
P M Bk o R L T A i VTEC, 483 8 B2 W 45
R B2 S B AT A R LU AR

o HL )2 R R R

F2 T ok A SCHE Sy B 8 3 Abel H B 24 AL S
FE R A E AT — R It GPS VTEC 24311
HL B 2 R R i L O A T3 T Ay i 6 COSMIC
P )25 A A O 5 A0 R AT TV L e S R S A AR
5 2 DN v SO 5 SRR AT T AL

2 2L Abel B R A S

FEF AU LAY 4 i Abel B B 2 2 i 3
TR TR A AT - O HL B 2 B JR)
BROSFR 5 @ — UCHE 2 < 10 vb BT A 48 2 23 30 ) ot £
F V. 7241 s Abel B3 A8 4 A] SR HU KL
THrRA A E R i 7 & i TEC g7 Aok g7
B2 R .

2.1 ETHETHAH Abel K&

E X b S8 77 B R AR A il o 5 e 2
P45 B LAY Abel B3 A8 4 X P B T 28 it H
JA R R IR AL RN
dn/dx

&(d) I ZaJ'ILEO - dl‘y (1)
n(x) /at —a*
1 (o ala)
e L9
TZ(I) 7’1(1'”.‘() exp ). m )

X a=n(ror, METLRRTESE B MO 2 A S
LM TEEBE B o R D) AL CHY S 200 1 5D 2
15 a BRI T 425 il A o S AN S5 il A 1) —
43 BRAL T LEO Bl m B LR IR ER 73 8 2 PR AR 1
i A TRRH Y BOE A il A R AT 2
RS E I HE B LEO &b 5 il £ 9 22 3R #E 2 ) 5
LEO X PR ai (5 T4 B U0 sk F0 4b 19 25 il £ i A5
s 0 AHEEBEEPTEHER (n = 1 —40.3N./f*,N.
R [ RERBAE SR s 2 = n(rr HYTHE
. AMEF 1% Abel 2848 S AT 7531 LEO %0 = B
DI A Fa BE R . P RE A m i LEO LA, A4
R nla ) ATE 1,40 GPS/MET,COSMIC % ;
i BB &K LEO 1A, i CHAMP %, %
n(x 5D Tid i HAh & 4215 2.

YT 22 RS oK A 1 it A S R R Y B )
Bl BT ST &2 2% Rt 78 52 PR ) 8 2 R i v s
e/ SR T3 i 3 2ok 22 5 6 A A% SR i il A i Abel
T3 78 $ K i 1 Fa, - %85 BBE R 4K
2.2 ETH% TEC &Y Abel &

YT GPS-LEO # B 5 7 v 1 2 vh iy 25 it 4
BN R (FER B )2 F, )2 KL i — oA



1090 H Bk ¥ B % R (Chinese J. Geophys. ) 55 %

i 0.03%) . H GPS g B4R 5 B AL 10 i 1 i 1L
FL S 2 Y A A R R NS 2T I R L/ 12
5T R AR U R A 25 F R W ST LEO Bl
FELD IR RS R EMER TSR

TEC R 5 i v 2 )2 I 349 45 8. H Abel B3 A2 e %)
Ha O
TEC (r,) = 2J NG g, (3)
N.(r,) =— LJ)'I‘E” M dr. (D
TTJr, m

X B TECF Rk iE 8 TEC.i% TEC il 3 % JH1
B LEO 4b ) TEC 3 2 JE#E B M LEO X FR 25 (O
T L) S RO &b i TEC St R F
L (3 (O P B EE TEC (19 Abel 28 3% 7]
143 LEO % = B2 LUT 09 oL 7% 3 B 2K

FHA FLIEFI T Abel B8 B pE 7 i B 2 4 A
JUE B #8230 S H R IR a0 A 3 (D iR
T r g B ATEC () /dr a3 T — oo, X 2 45
BEFR 315 e RIME 5 [V o 76 5 368 TOURT F 8% 3 BB 2
W RIME BN X0 v BT 7o » TR 7 — 5
T 0,1 dTEC () /dr #43T T 055 K. 8% 1 &
N BRAR 43 H AT S g A e Aok A e T b BR AR S
SEH AR P N A B k. 5T X Rl B, COSMIC
Data Analysis and Archive Center(CDAAC) & i Xt
LEO % i B2 LU T i B 2 317 3R 43 12 ({55 )2
B EH AR FLNY D, KA G
AR IHEAT T 43 )2 B B 7625 SR BROu R &
J2 V) L T M AR AL I A5 4 TR, AT B IS TT AR K
ARG E A2 M YL AR, CDAAC 1 )
T T VR R TSR AR EAE A 33D (4D A AR
() Abel [ 53510 5 H 1A T B HGR 2.

M E T 23 BT K A R O B P
A e 5 G 2 0L Hb A7 R — oF R W R R, 4
Abel JZ 8 #B e 3 1 B 2 o 1 5 B R Bk R I
WS T B R 7 % X — B 1 51 A IEJ& Abel
FEG370 f60 o R 8 22 1 o R iR 22 VR L TR O 3 IR 12
55 BR I B R A M S5 MR — W) L T Abel FL43
AR Y6t 2 1 ST 7E KO S5 0 2R M O A A R I 3R Gk
2 Y O 4 20 A DX s 2 AT AR R M K
S B I, Abel By AR TR 1 45 SRS B
REARE

BEAb R BTG A X4 i LEO H B 2 48 2L i
L LEO B e B i g Z I8 8 n = 1 iRk
AN 3k G 2 5 AR R 22, X — Rk 2 T LEO

BUIE R DL 2 G R il 5 TEC 35
S 5 T A 50 T8 AR X B AIC A LEO H 2 J2 4 B2 R T
o, LEO $UGE (& B2 DL R AR 40 #2203 2k 25 i £ 5
TEC R i 5K 22 A7 78 55 Br i IR A 3 32 22 02 B
SR« — 7 THT T A AR A 0 1 R O K 5 55—
T B AN 25 B — U L A v B )2 1 B S AR fk
PA Y O = R iy 2 o VIR s S i B £
TECCE &5 il ff), 0 iy T 76 5 5 0000 I i 5 26
(LEO-#E 2 GPS) 5 75 4E # AL M WL iy 5 £k (LEO
XEFR BB GPS) — B 4% B0 T I A L 1, 4 2R X
S5 ST £ 2R 10 2 ) X S8 M B O B G 1 e A A
KK S B M TECCEEES fh /) el 25 38 #8220 %)
Fr i TECELAS fll f1) i3 19 22 (HANBEIRE LEO #
B B DAR AR ES A B AR B B S TEC (a5 i
f) LB A = ICEPRE U TEC 22 {H H 3H.

A DL F S 2 R RO FR BB SR 42 M Abel B4y
A4 1 FH R )2 R RO 1 AR B AR
5 V2 FL T A ) R R K R AR A S 0 30 ARt A ) 15
LR I HL B R KPR B AR B SR 09 R
7K AR N

3 MiEk VTEC 25 iy g )= 18 2 it

H T, H I GPS 38 22 0000 3k 14 132 53 A o 34T
RIEAEEE VTEC {5 B8t 7 AR # iF M 45100 e
iy VTEC {5 B I8 J& 4% GPS #f 58 ML+ 4n [ b
GNSS Il 55 0> (AIGS) | 5 [ W <4 F 52 56 % (JPL) |
K & B (CODE) %8 $#2 4 () 2 3R i 55 2 &
GIM, X 2 =5 (9 i 85 2 AOF 40 A 45 B o AT el
2o Abel Wi BY 2 HE B A1 T A1 IGS 1
GIM 238 2o WA A5 I LA LA 1) T 530 285 SR i 45 3]
FARAE R 4Bk VTEC £ vl VE ok 80 1 L 25 2 15
SRS B 785 X — 15 BUR DB Bk B
P 2 B SV LA A Y Y AT AT
3.1 REHENA

— RO T KB R R R
5 1123 (] DX AT 35 20T 2 B2 B 5 7R 3X — X3 A
P 458 326 1) O 4 il B A6 () — 4 (] R R AL ) FR
FEAE — M B B 25 5 0145 L 2 )2 il 9 B BR
X AR AT A B AN AT 5 76 B H Y& A 20 A X 5 4
V) LA R ARG 45 i X 0 8 A 2 T O A A R
Pl I VTEC 5K 52 FL S J2 K36
F R U HR AR E M KB AR B AT R Abel
TS T R A RO R AR 1A 1 5 ) DU LA B v A



44 JA AR A e GPS VTEC 2y 31 H, 88 J2 8 AL S 3 7 1% 1091

5 RS 10 T

(B 5 X0 T AT 5 — A5, 75 0 L F 2 4 A
5 VTEC Z 9% % 1 475

N.QA.¢.h) = VTECQA.¢) « F(h),  (5)

SCHLI F G TR ATRR L 19— fle 0 o, T 5 1+ FL o
Eﬁf@mw=L%ﬁ%ﬁ%%#$%#Fﬁi
I S 4 [ . 7 5 4 o, 5 15 B % T A7 A
2 5 AELE AT 0 05— {0 P, 26 B 2 A Dy A0, B
A L2 AR S5 0 X i RE T R T L
Ul T 55 R T 0 4 R P 22 8 Abel 5
LI 30 A LT R (1

FUAT 67 GPS #5500 9 LEO L& o, i 35
24 5 L ) ST R — M 8 1 iz, BLAR 4B B
S 5T 2% (10 4 5L 0 5 % B 2 2% 7E 3 km L
V. DL 97 6 J2 3o T LA o B U 30 47 R OE 4
BEO#HMESEL FEF 3 km —)2 . HZE 1200 km
{25 8 WIE s LEO B3 25 1 AR R S 3 km S —
J2 L P 60 km 8 HE I s 68050 380 Ji2) ., 1 5
2 P A0 AT — A L 2 0 B . A R
B0 (O LA 4 (0 BT T+ 0 T DA LA M 3% GPS
VTEC 065 . 7 J9— e oL -7 8 J5 70 Bk ik
B 26 P IR TS 4 5 X B 25 2 o, 36 JE
T 2 S5 2 TEC B J2 50 96 o, - 55 I 05 7 4 28 B 12
U 955 . 1% 18 S5 (] o, 55 FE 2 4 735 Al O A
ST 4 R B + 01 46— 4 6 U2 5 2% L By T e oy
HIREAY 2 09— flo L 7 3 B R 098 0 5 9% 5T 4
TEC 2 [~ 2o P 7% » A 5 2 3o 75 B0 T 4 %,
A B A 4 I — A T 9 TEC AL 7
LTS T ST R MR % I %5 L T
kB 2001 3 5 I s 2 A S8 ) TEC J7 %2 3 3
5 SRR A % 7 B L T 70 4% 4RI — fe
2 L R TR PR VTEC {2 75 12 s 52 il
I S 20252 L 5 T (. 4K SC ol o b3 R T R
PO 3E VTEC 2052 0 50 )2 4 5 R s, 1 2
S S P S 2 TEC I — L b F 5
E K 10 7R T I

W 2,46 2 412 TEC 1T %3k %

380

TEC() = D) [f.ewrr » F(k) « VTEC(A 44,00 1+

k=p
—1

{Z_/.(k.k+l> ® [VTEC(/\M ’ ¢j.k ) + VTEC(A/_/.k 9¢/_;.k ) ] *
1

F(k)}, (6)
JAWEJZ R R RS F A ERIH—

~

~
Il

380 layer

/"player\\\\

Torr) Gy, Bipd PGy
LEO,

N
R IDNGIS

= "1layer SR

tmospher:

Earth

1

F(381)F(p) F(100) F(1) F(l)i‘7(100) F(p) F(381)

K2 fEREHL TEC HErERE
Fig. 2 Tllustration of reconstructed

TEC along occultation ray

L F % B BTk S8 o F(p) 2 LEO firfE
SECE p A2 A — L E F 8% B, VTEC 4k
550y 258 5 40 i o B T . IR ) 1]
NI B BT AT 5 4k TECCRLE# 4 AR B 414k TEC)
R AT I i — A P D R AL Ry R BT LA
K FAG e A0 B0 d v (MART) Sk ok i, Hi 4% 4 )2 ik
RWITERE Fo (k) A% LLF 7 4

Neo ()
F (k) _ _ e.0 R
0 VTE(J(AT(g()()) ’¢T(3()(J))
k= 1,2,,p,+,380, P

Horf Qurcson » $roson ) AR L ) SR AE 300 km
BF I (9 Mo A . p A LEO Ak 182 i 4 5 . 1% 18]
EHRp—15 p ZMFRLULIE 2. %2 1%
BIUG AR Ne.o BT LT 5% BE BRouh R R e 153

380

DITEC()
Ne,o(/Z) — W’ ngg 380
2 El_,.m.m)
j=p i=p
N, () = HECG)
l/&.(k*l./ﬁ»l)
p—1
TEC (k) — 2 2 Neo (D) o Ly i)
N..o (k) = =t .
l/«.(k-l.k+l)
1<k<p—1

(8
L TEC g s AU 5 28 1 8 s 3% 4, TEC'
R SHEAE LEO Bl & B LR AR AR 20 B 42 Y
BT AR W R R A A IR
BRIP4 R W00 G 1 R AL iy T T
JEBR X AR 15 3 TEC 1155 AR 1 1 7T A 3 50
— L6 73 J2 B A R T R K N AR S AR
AW b 2 B LT B AR AR S b AR E
LEO BB @& B LUR %70 2 B 7 3 AR (E I 18 2
DY RTAL T A — 23 J2 0 ) 20 A 1k — 4% (B AETHR



1092

i BR ) PR 2% R (Chinese J. Geophys. )

55 %

) A P T B AN 43 SR AU — 2R T i 6 LEO #L i
15 DL B4 T2 00 B R AR R R DU BB S T T R A
S AR I 2 B T A oA 2 ) A e R O G R

NS AL A 4k 2 X Sk ) VTEC SR & $loal 56
TH IR 5 FE LA O AR A A ) bR B AR A Y
fifp 5 RO BRI B9 Abel 23 fif BEIE bR AE 4R 00, 1
22 AU BT 3RTE AN [F) T 51 A A58 22 5 2 R T 4R
TR X I VTEC S 2P 501 i X BT A3 4 4k TEC
A FSL IR T AR 2H (6 3K Al U AL 75 1 2% 1 5 S 4 D) s A
1 VTEC Ay s ¢ ) FIARHE R TS 341 555 26 5 46 1 e J2
AERAL ) VTEC {8, B A NI 1k R AFTE (B IR
SPGB ) AR JLART X R D
VTEC@As¢) + VTECQ . ¢") = 2VTEC(Ay» ¢1).

(9

24 VTEC k- 48 fh i, %) J7 B2 41 (6) 3K i
T B R 5 & B 2 28 mi b i i VTEC %l
1M AT 2 387 & 4b ) VTEC #7] 58 i3 1GS GIM 8§,
4 JHLGT I £ PO A H VTEC B P4 4 1 45 3127
3.2 HEXGISLRS M

h TR I VTEC 293 it 2 2 #8523 7
PR ATE L 43 9% ek IE TEC f9 Abel J2 36 J7 1
L VTEC 29501 [ 8 J7 2k %) COSMIC # &2 W
MR G YR T http: / cosmic-io. cosmic. ucar. edu/
cdaac) HEAT T S JF 4 B U8 45 R 5 R B 2 e )
WL 45 R GEAT T LA Bk ry COSMIC UL i i) Bz
2009 4E 1 A 1 HZE 31 H, Br kA & 0 X 5,
RARLRAE K TR B 55y 8 2 A AR b X (25°N, 25°S) 5

750
700 4
650
600
550
500
50 -
00 -
350
300 4
250 4
200
1504
100 4=

(a)

—— VTEC constrained inversion
Abel inversion by calibrated TEC
Tonosonde (22.4°S, 30.9°E)

.....

Altitude/km
T

Occ. N0:C002.2009.018.14.56.G21
50 r T r : T
0 1 2 3 4 5
Electron density/(10"el-m)
& 3

6

Altitude/km

PR 2 00 = 4SS ) %5 475 D) ML Space Physics Interactive
Data Resource ( SPIDR, http://spidr. ngdec. noaa. gov/
spidr) FR A5, 2Lk F 10 AR ER v 2 )2 0 e {000 I ¢
BE BT[] 43 BE 34 15 min, 8 F 0 500 &
ASCHUR T VG E 4 A 9 Sy 44 2 LI A A= b (R A S 4%
YIS BEAE 300 km B 3T B A9 47 ) 5 R 25 2 00
IXZERE 25 /N T 5%, £ BE 25 /T 2. 575 AL UL I 1 ]
CHE RS 4 U0 s o BEAE 300 ke B 30 IR £ 16 11 ) 5 300
= SO B 1] 2 2% /N F 5 ming — A~ A 9L 364 292
UCHE 2 F A5 5 % UL T AR M.

3 & MREAS 45 v B AL Al S ) 1 e A A
WAL EE R A MER b 3 VTEC 2y 38 S 3 19 1
B2 B S E TEC B Abel 28 4 B £k 45 4 L 4%
ARARL s (HLAE S i A FEL B JE S 4 P, JR W L 1% %
N Fo 105 45 00 R A 22 5. 5 H s 200 i 4
ML 25 AR L AE & 3a Hry b B VTEC 24 38 38 Y
N F, HARXH R 22 4 —5. 6%, M B iE TEC () Abel
SE ) NG F, AR 224 —9. 920 s 7E & 3b i3
S N F, A i 22 53 5 2 — 3. 7% . — 6. 9%.
AL, AEX PR R b ik VTEC 2 38 i
F18 235 SR T 30 T P ) 00 v S L 4

L 4 X0 X 292 W B S 1 S 1 L B 2 E
B AR f,F, (f,F, =/80.6N,F.) M43
Br. o dE VTEC 23 i) fF, 5 i &=
e {SOULIN 45 SR 9 AH G R R 0. 9197, F- 249 41 Xof it 22
H—0.8% ([ da); 1 BCiE TEC B Abel 2 i )
S F 5 r B )20 e ASOUE I 25 2R 4 A 56 R AR 0. 9044,

750

(b)

—— VTEC constrained inversion
Abel inversion by calibrated TEC
Tonosonde (9.0°N, 167.2°E)

.....

Occ. No:C001.2009.019.09.32.G17

10 15 20 25 30

Electron density/(10'el-m~)

0.5 3.5

COSMIC 5 5 [ I8 11 oL - 2 B 50 28 15 F 5 J2 000 s (SO0 00 25 S e 4

Fig. 3 Comparison between the electron density profiles retrieved from

COSMIC occultations and those from the ionosonde measurements



4 JE S48 4 B GPS VTEC 240 fiy vy 35 J2 36 2 52 3 07 1 1093

14
N (b)
= 12
o
2 ° °
B 10 ° L Py
= ° YA X
E 8 ok 0
E ® ‘.. °
= °
S 64 °
[ [ ]
5 > %
= ® °
% 4 .. °
2 o °
R=t
z 7 .
< Correlation=0.9044
0 T T T T T T

14
(a)
T 124
2
o o o 0
=104
= Qe
2 " °
2 8 D) e o
5 oo )
g ’0
=] ° (Y
£ 6 o °®
ad o, o0
z 4 ) % °
8 e e ©
i
= 2 &
>
L Correlation=0.9197
0 T T T T T T

0 2 4 6 8 10 12
Ionosonde f, F, /MHz

4 COSMIC # B 1Y /. Fs

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14
Ionosonde f,F,/MHz

5 TN e ASOUL I 45 2R 1 G T LA

(a) 1% VTEC 2550 R 19 b4 s (W) BE TEC Abel 3 9 LK.

Fig. 4 Statistical comparison between the f,F, values retrieved from

COSMIC occultations and those from the ionosonde measurements

(a) Comparison between the ground-based VTEC constrained inversion and the ionosonde measurements;

(b) Comparison between the Abel inversion by calibrated TEC and the ionosonde measurements,
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