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ABSTRACT The fiber laser was used to weld austenitic stainless steel SUS304 sheet at the speed of
24 m/min. The effects of laser power, welding speed and shielding gas on humping tendency have been
investigated. The melt flow in the molten pool under different welding parameters was studied by Ti
tracer method and CCD visual detection system. The results show that the humping tendency is not
sensitive to the laser power. The humping is formed when welding speed exceeds 18 m/min, and goes
up with the increasing of welding speed. The humping tendency is completely different as changing
the direction of shielding gas under constant welding speed and laser power, and it is reduced when
the shielding gas direction follows the welding direction. It can be explained that, with the increasing
of welding speed, the melt flow becomes fierce, and the humping tendency goes up. The weld shape
turns to the “columnar weld” , when the shielding gas direction against the welding direction; the
weld shape turns to the “cup weld” when the shielding gas direction follows the welding direction. The
“cup weld” expanded “U area” which gentles the melt flow and reduces humping tendency. Therefore,
adjusting the shielding gas direction to expand the “U area” is an effective approach to reduce the
humping tendency.

KEY WORDS high speed laser welding, humping tendency, melt flow in the molten pool, welding
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Fig.1 Schematic of Ti tracer position
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Fig.2 Element distribution of the weld at a speed of

24 m/min, a power of 2 kW and a 0 mm defocus-
ing distance, 45° backward shielding gas

(a) SEM image of cross—section with Ti tracer

(b) EDS analysis of Ti, Fe and Cr element distribu-
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Fig.3 Humping forming tendencies under different laser

power at 22 m/min
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of molten pool under 2 kW and different welding
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Fig.5 Humping forming tendencies under different welding
speed at 2 kW
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Fig.7 Ti tracer distribution of the weld (left) and schematic of Ti tracer flow (right) under different laser power
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Fig.8 Analysis of the melt flow at the low and high welding speed

(a) schematic of the melt flow, melt metal flows from forward to backward of the keyhole

(b) cross—section of the molten pool along the central line of keyhole

(c¢) comparation of cavity volume in low and high speed welding
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Fig.9 Melt flow pattern (a, b) and corresponding analysis of the different geometrical shapes (c, d) at

2 kW, 24 m/min

(a) “columnar weld” , 45° forward shielding gas

(c) melt flow analysis for “columnar weld”
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(b) “cup weld”, 45° backward shielding gas

(d) melt flow analysis for “cup weld”
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