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Research on Free Rider Problem Based on Economic Experiments

ZHOU Yan , ZHANG Qi-lin

(School of Economy and Management, Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin 150001, China)

Abstract: Based on the collection and analysis of free rider behavior researches, this paper analyses free rider problem by
using behavior and experiment economic method which reflects cross — interdisciplinary study features. This paper designs
three experiments, which analyze how the initial factor endowment, the rate of return and the information disclosure on free
ride influences free rider behavior respectively. . The results are shown as follows: individual members are inclined to free ride
while the initial factor endowment is increasing;females are more inclined to free ride; there are at least three categories in a
group: complete free riders, incomplete free riders and benevolent ones; when the group account’ s rate of return increases sig-
nificantly, individual members will restrain their performance of free ride so as to pursue benefit; individual members are in-
clined to free ride as long as the information disclosure mechanism is profit — oriented.

Key words: free rider; economics experiment; individual account; group account; coss — interdisciplinary study
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