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The Historical Cultural Implication on Cook Maidservants Phenomenon
——To Center around Marriages to Awaken Common People

WANG Xue-ping

(Center for the Study of Civilization along Heilongjiang River Regeion, Heilongjiang University , Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: The daily life of middle — lower classes unfolded in " Marriages to Awaken Common People" as history chapter
novel typical represents in the Ming Dynasty. This paper is based on cook maidservants by Marriages to Awaken Common Peo-
ple meantime verified one another with fiction depict and historical materials. It considers that the tendency of cook maidserva-
nts”increase in number was closely linked with development of commodity economy and luxury ethos. The luxury ethos pulled
a need for cook maidservants used on domestic work and the need had become reality with development of commodity econo-
my. It not only had perfected market mechanism on the sale of cook maidservants but also had changed social ideas that mate-
rial life impact traditional moral. The female living spaces narrow had been revealed in the Ming Dynasty. The prosperity of
commodity economy provided more advantages for middle — lower classes of Ming Dynasty but the female living space had been
restricted with Confucian gender system on men outside and women inside. In consequence, the female only could sought suit-
able means to survival within the household. The tendency of cook maidservants”increase in number had reflected the whole
transition on economy society and thought culture in the Ming Dynasty.

Key words: cook maidservants; Ming Dynasty ; Marriages to Awaken Common People ;women$ history
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