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How to Discover That DNA Is the Genetic Material of Life

WENG Yi

ZHANG He

(Department of History of Science & Technology and Archaeometry
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Abstract: It has been more than 80 years to establish the double helix model of DNA structure since nucleic acids was

found in cell. Ultimately DNA is confirmed the genetic material of life so a key problem of life science research is solved.

Therefore researching into this period of history is of great significance. The authors recall some events comprehensively

which play an important role in the revelation of the structure and function of DNA. These include nucleic acid found by Mie—

scher "four — nucleotide hypothesis" proposed by Levene Griffiths conversion experiment base — pairing rules proposed by

Chargaff as well as the establishment of Watson and Cricks DNA double helix model. The authors illustrate the course of hu—

man discovering DNA is genetic material in life in order to explore the law of scientific research.
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