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Reflections on Administrative Law in China;A Hong Kong Perspective

Albert H. Y. Chen

PAN Jia (transl)
(School of Law, University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China)

Abstract: There is discontinuity between modern Chinese administrative law and the Chinese legal tradi-
tion, while English administrative law, with its focus on judicial review of administrative actions, has a proud
history of several centuries. There is considerable difference between the structures of Chinese and English ad-
ministrative law. In the Chinese system of administrative litigation, the following features are noteworthy re-
garding the scope of judicial review of administrative actions. First, abstract administrative actions are not sub-
ject to judicial review. Secondly, internal administrative acts are not subject to judicial review. Third, the
Law of Administrative Litigation only authorizes judicial review of several types of concrete administrative ac-
tions. As regards the grounds for judicial review, the provisions of Chinese law are more limited than those in
England or Hong Kong. But as regards the review of the factual basis of administrative actions, Chinese law
allows more room for, and provides for a more intensive form of, judicial review.

Key words: administrative law ;administrative litigation ; judicial review ; China; Hong Kong
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