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Imperial Examination System Restrains on
the Hereditary System in Ming Dynasty

QU Chao-li

(School of Political Science and Public Administration, University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088 , China)

Abstract: The hereditary system for official selection in ancient China is the cornerstone for maintaining the nobles privile-
ges, also one of the main reasons for the long — term turmoil and corruption in ancient China. To eradicate it, there emerges the
imperial examination system. However, in Tang and Song Dynasty, the imperial examination is implemented with keeping the
system of choosing officials according to their fathers titles, which in fact is a variety of the hereditary system in new situation. In
Ming Dynasty, the imperial examination system reached to the peak that any official have to pass the imperial examination, which
effectively restricts the long — term hereditary system of official selection and also establishes the imperial politics based on exami-
nations. The imperial examination system in Ming Dynasty exerted a positive impact on social stability and economic and culture
development.

Key words: Ming Dynasty; imperial examination system; restriction; hereditary system
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