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From Confucius to “Confucius” ;A Discourse about the Literary Image of
“Confucius” Deformed and Centralized in “Chuang Tzu” and
the Feature about the Original Material Transformed in the Dissemination

NI Bo-yang

(College of Literature and Language, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract; In the contemporary studies of the pre — Qin philosophers, a number of scholars paid due at-
tention to the literary image of “Confucius” that appeared in “Chuang Tzu”. Focused on this problem, they
launched a series of investigations in philosophical significance. Considered the literary qualities of the charac-
ters, the conversion of the “Confucius” image in “Chuang Tzu” is actually a typical example of the develop-
ment of literature materials accumulated in literary history. “ Confucius” had experienced a gradual process of
concentration and a continuous deformation in Waipian and Zapian. The difference of image building that is re-
flected in this process is exactly the basic way of how original materials sublimate into literary figures.

Key words: literary image of “Confucius” ; Chuang Tzu ; comparative analysis ;original material
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