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Discussion on Social Security of Heilongjiang Immigration
in Late Qing Dynasty and Early Republic of China

WEI Ying

(1. College of Arts,Jilin University, Changchun 130012 ,China;2. Research Center of
Heilongjiang Valley Civilization, Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract; At the end of Qing Dynasty and in early Republic of China, for the prevailing famines and
banditry in the central China, many people could not manage to make a living and be forced to leave their
homeland, flooding into the northeast of China including Heilongjiang area. This wave of immigration was in
essence flee from famine, therefore, the issue of immigrants relief posed a pressing task. Governments at all
levels, charity and relief mechanism and the transport authority took all sorts of social security measures in the
aspects of immigrants calling, conveying and placement to ensure tens of thousands of farmers in the area in-
side the Great Wall smoothly transferring to Heilongjiang. This not only caused a sharp increase in the local
population, but also resulted in the fundamental changes in the population structure of Heilongjiang, and even-
tually led to the so — called "the internationalization of Manchuria issue" in vain. At the same time, the land
of Heilongjiang area had been rapidly developed, which was of great significance in reducing the civil strife,
enriching the frontier and consolidating border defense.

Key words: late Qing Dynasty and early Republic of China; Heilongjiang; immigration; social security
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