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Cultural Insight into the Imperial Examination Fraud
via the Novels of Ming and Qing Dynasties

—— Centered on the Relation between Officialdom and Imperial Examination Field

LIU Xue-lian
(College of Liberal Arts, Liaoning Normal University , Dalian 116081, China)

Abstract; The imperial examination was always taken seriously by the intellectuals in Ming and Qing dy-
nasties. The novels of the Ming and Qing paid much attention to the imperial examination, especially in the no-
vels during the late Ming dynasty and the early Qing dynasty. The phenomena that the officials directly or indi-
rectly intervened the imperial examinations were reflected in lots of popular novels, such as the relations between
teachers and students, contemporaries and friends, and various frauds in the examination hall. The imperial ex-
amination phenomena described in the novels of Ming and Qing dynasties reproduced the real scenes against the
historical and cultural background at that time. Different narrative perspectives, constituted the different aspect
narrative and supplement of historical events, embodied the authors”cognition and construction in that historical
situation, also contained the authors’meditation on individual destiny. Thus, social decay and officialdom dark-
ness were one of the main reasons leading to the dead — end of the imperial examination.

Key words: fraud; imperial examination field; officialdom; intervention; examination; ecology
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