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Microbial Feed Additives: Major Functions and Its Research Advances

XU Peng DONG Xiaofang”™ TONG Jianming
(Institute of Animal Sciences, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Beijing 100193, China)

Abstract; Probiotics are live microorganisms which when administered in adequate amounts confer a health
benefit on the host. The probiotics used in livestock production are usually called ‘ microbial feed additives’ .
A large quantity of previous studies showed that microbial feed additives had many desirable functions, inclu-
ding maintaining intestinal health, relieving unpleasant stress, ameliorating animal housing environment and
improving the quality of animal by-products. And some articles also indicated that microbial feed additives had
a potential ability of replacing antibiotics. The present paper reviewed the recent advances about major func-
tions of microbial feed additives. [ Chinese Journal of Animal Nutrition, 2012, 24(8) :1397-1403 |

Key words: probiotics; microbial feed additives; functions
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