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Yulongxi Travertine Landscape in Kangding County of Sichuan
Province and Its Related Hydrological Cycle System

GUO lJiang-giang, CAO Jun
Sichuan Geopark & Geological Relics Survey and Assessment Center, Chengdu, Sichuan 610213

Abstract: The Yulongxi travertine landscape in west Gongga Mountain of Kangding County may be regarded as
another subnival belt karst landscape with the worldwide heritage potential value following Jiuzhaigou and Huan-
glong. The survey is the second batch of projects for important geological heritage protection feasibility planning
in Sichuan arranged by Bureau of Land and Resources of Sichuan Province. The authors investigated for the first
time the Yulongxi travertine landscape and studied geological heritage landscape characteristics and hydrological
cycle systems. On such a basis, a regional comparative analysis was made, and the formation mechanism and
evolutionary regularity of the landscape were tentatively discussed. The Yulongxi travertine landscape has con-
siderable scientific, aesthetic and visual values and can compare well with Jiuzhaigou and Huanglong. It is hence
very necessary to protect this landscape with scientific and rational measures.

Key words: travertine landscape; geological background; hydrological cycle; formation and evolution; compara-
tive analysis; Yulongxi; Sichuan
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Fig. 1 Geological map of travertine landscape area in Yulongxi, Kangding
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Fig. 2 Distribution of Yulongxi travertine landscape
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Table 1 Comparison of travertine landscape characteristics in east marginal Qinghai-Tibet plateau subnival belt
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Table 2 **C ages of travertine in east marginal Qinghai-Tibet plateau and other regions
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( 5730)
1 T2007-11-0302 Yo1*c, 2007 18360+200
2 T2007-11-0303 Y07*C, 2007 40000 49810 a
3 T2007-11-0304 Y14¥c, 2007 32039+1930
4 T2007-11-0305 Y1gc, 2007 33246+1300
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