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Abstract: Based on Iron Ore Resources Database of China in 2005, this paper sums up the number and distribu-
tion of iron deposits, the quantity and distribution of the total identified iron resources and the retained iron re-
sources, the classification of the retained iron resources, and the supply capability of the iron resources in China.
Some conclusions have been reached: there are sufficient quantities of retained iron resources for feeding the iron
and steel industry in China; most of the iron ores are easy to concentrate; although iron contents are totally low in
most ores, the utilization of these ores remains worthwhile and economical under current high iron prices. In order
to ease the situation that demand exceeds supply in current iron ore market and reduce the dependence on imported
iron ore, the authors suggest that the domestic mines should be further exploited for increasing their iron ore out-
put, and further mining capability should be disposed in Anshan-Benxi area of Liaoning Province, Jidong area in
Hebei Province, Panxi area in Sichuan Province, and Ningwu area in Anhui Province.
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F1 EERZEWNFE. BFSTAE. #ORT AEREOKRT AMNHE
Table 1 China’s steel output, home-produced iron ore quantity, imported iron ore quantity and
imported iron ore prices in recent years
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*2 ZERUEMAKT ZENT XE)RT AEICMH)(KHE 2005 FH k2 E5iT)
Table 2 Accumulated number of proved iron ore district and ore quantity in China (hundred million ton)
(based on statistics of iron reserves database in 2005)

! 110% 110% 110%
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Fig. 1 Distribution of large-sized and middle-sized iron deposits in China
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Fig. 2 Histogram showing total iron resources in
) different grade ranges
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Fig. 3 Quantity of retained iron ore districts in different provinces
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Fig. 4 Retained basic reserves and retained resources in different provinces
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Fig. 5 Retained iron reserves of occupied and unoccupied
resources in different grade ranges
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Fig. 6 The ascription numbers of the iron deposits in different provinces
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Fig. 7 Occupied and unoccupied retained iron reserves in different provinces
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