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Abstract: The scientific value of geological heritage acts as one of the fundamental bases for application for the
national or world geological park as well as the preservation and maintaining of the geological park. With the rapid
development of geological parks all over the world, the scholars and constructors of geological parks in China and
abroad gradually turn their attentions to the assessment of outstanding universal scientific value of geological
heritage. In terms of the requirements of applying for a national or world geological park and the assessment of its
value in China and abroad, This paper deals with the problems concerning assessing the scientific value of
geological heritage and establishing detailed procedures and methods for assessing the outstanding universal
scientific value of geological heritage. Assessment procedures and methods of outstanding universal scientific
value of geological heritage should consist of four aspects, i.e., identification of scientific characteristics,
comparison and explanation of scientific values, assessment of universal scientific values and assessment of
outstanding scientific values. The detailed assessment criteria for each of the four aspects are dealt with in this
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paper. The authors hope to formulate scientifically feasible procedure and method and, furthermore, provide a
basis for reaching the objectivity and accuracy of scientific value of geological heritage as well as offer theoretical
references to applying for world geological park or world natural heritage, thus preserving and utilizing the
geological heritage

Key words: geological heritage; method of assessment; procedure of assessment; outstanding universal scientific
value; geological park
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Fig. 1 Procedures and methods for assessing the outstanding universal scientific value of geological heritage
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