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Abstract The study of the ionospheric disturbances prior to the occurrence of large earthquakes

has attracted much attention for many years. However, until recently, the physical mechanism

of seismo-ionospheric coupling is not fully understood. A strong perturbation of vertical electric

field may take place within the epicentral zone a few days before strong earthquakes, which can

penetrate into ionosphere through atmospheric conductivity. Acoustic gravity waves may be resulted

from the non-stationary Joule heating of a local region above the epicentral zone of an imminent

earthquake due to the anomalous electric field. Based on this mechanism and one-dimensional time
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physical model of ionosphere, the effect of acoustic gravity waves on ionosphere was calculated,

which showed that the disturbance of horizontal neutral speed was too weak to have obvious effect

on the ionosphere. This mechanism can not well interpret the ionospheric phenomena prior to strong

earthquakes. Nevertheless, the electric field might modify ionospheric dynamic and electron density

distribution through the effect of E × B.
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of 400 km at different distance r
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