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Abstract: A series of Cu-based catalysts were prepared by the co-precipitation method, and their catalytic properties for the dehydration of
glycerol to acetol were tested under N, atmosphere in a stainless steel autoclave. The results showed that the Cu/SiO; catalyst had higher
catalytic activity than other catalysts. However, acetol can easily react with hydrogen that originated from the reaction process to
1,2-propanediol, leading to the low selectivity for acetol. Therefore, a fixed-bed reactor was selected to further investigate the effects of reac-
tion atmosphere, reaction temperature, and WHSV on dehydration of glycerol over the Cu/SiO; catalyst. In comparison with pure H, or pure
N, atmosphere, the Cu/SiO; catalyst exhibited significantly higher activity and selectivity for acetol under the mixed atmosphere of 5%
H>-95% N,. Under the mixed atmosphere, Cu/SiO, showed a slower deactivation rate compared with N, atmosphere and a more proper hy-
drogenation than that under H, atmosphere. Under the optimal reaction conditions of 220 °C, WHSV of 0.08 h™', and ambient 5%H,/N, pres-
sure, glycerol conversion and selectivity for acetol can be as high as 98.8% and 84.6%, respectively.
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kg AW seuh, SRR 1 kg Hoh. BEE Y SE AT
(PR3 T, i 7 AR R o, e B L P R
T 5, Wi S8y Bl ®. H i A
FH R AT R B AT 2R A 28 i A 7 A 4 5 R
R DRI, AT AR s H R A R 2 T T ) B AR
J5URL.

LR, A7 G H 3 B 7K A 38 3 T3 0 1 1F 5 A 2
Kinage %1 HRIE T 3% H /K %W 7E LA Na/CeO,
fE AL, 350 °C Rl Hs B KR I, H il B AL R
60%, J HE I & B R 65%. Chin 25 P17E 240 °C
F1 98 kPa 451 T, K H AL JR ¥ Cu-Cr {4 FIHEAT
afi T b W 7K SO, B A RS D I e R AR 2
91%. {HHF Cu-Cr {4675 FLAT 55 2 1M 3% 7 A bl R
H . Sato %1 LL 30% H 3 /K ¥ WA R ORL, 7E L
Cu/ALO; A4 i 4L 51T 250 °C Al 0.1 MPa N, %14 1
R, H AL R OE 100%, F2 3 A R R E R
90.1%. B FH2ETIRH] Cu/ALOs L7, BL 30% H
K R R JEURL, 7E 220 °C R Hy &40 F R,
A A R SE W R PR AR 86%. fH & LU
S SR BEAT B I B BN TR 43 S RE AT
ZE Bl an, Cu FEAE A7) b H b 7K 4% i R, 9
L b 2 A 0 R 3 A B 32 3% 1V 4 A
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Scheme 1. Pathways for dehydration of glycerol to acetol.
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SO YT sE v 4% T — &R 51 Cu SR 7).
TS A i s S8 R U I I R R A P AL, IR
N W B - i B, P J R 5 55 B8 1 AR - 1 R O Dl
(ICP-AES), N,O W [, H, 2 )% J il ik J5t (H,-TPR),
NH; 2 J 7+ i B Bt (NH;-TPD) A1 X 8 £k fi7 4
(XRD) %5 F BOAHHE A EAT RAE. 285 78 [ 2 K
N2 bV G0 2 52 T AR I R AR A R b R B AR (e
R B A ) o T Kk R PR S

1.1 EEFIRE &

PL Cu(NOs), 7K 3538 0 A, K FH 3L 0T i
il % Cu FEEAL ] (CuO & & 50%), 735l LA 30% &
PETE W IR, Mg(NOs),, Zr(NOs), £l AI(NOs); 7K % W
hEARK YR, NayCO; A L 5, % 10i pH {H 8.0~8.5,
ZAk 0.5 h, YTIE M Z AL ITE 60~65 °C Kty HEAT,
P A3 U U 2 Pe gk, 1 Uk, JEUEAE 120 °C T 24 h,
450 °C f5%e 5 h. 2465 R A Cu(NOs), 7K,
5 Na,COs It i, Hoe il & 447\ .

1.2 EUFIMRE

AR LE R AR . FLARFURIP 28 FLA2 R AR
U5 N, M FE B 9% 4F Micromeritics ASAP 2420 %4
R B ASC B, AR A T R 1 N B -
JI B 4T 2R (196 °C). R AT, £E R AE 90 AT 350
°C Jy < 1 1 8 h.

K H BET J5 #2 1F 5K 1 B 22 1 B (p/po =
0.05~0.02, N, 4 1 # 1 £ 0.162 nm?). 3t T Kelvin
Ji %%, H BIH J5 &SR i )AL 2 A1 i 6.

Cu SEZ 5 & &= M Na 5% B = #£ Atom scan 16 7Y
H SRR 5 25 B AR - IR RO i (ICP-AES) 73 #r
a8

A L R AR (Aey) £F Micromeritics Auto Chem
2920 744k 2 W PR A B R B =R I e MY () K
CuO &5k Cu’; (2) H N,O b # H Cu® h Cu,0;
(3) FEFFTHR IR JR R ) CuyO. FARIRAE D B K.
FE i (100 mg, 20~40 H) H 5L AE 10% Hx-90% Ar Vi
HAFIE R, SRR R 50 ml/min, LA 5 °C/min T} %
295 °C, JfH R 15 min, ¥ EHIZF 40 °C, P) ¥4 He "X
9 10 min, 2R 5 V144 10% N,0-90% He JE &<, 14
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£ 30 min. #% ), V)3 & He Wi 30 min, 1 2
Ho-Ar 3 J5A, FF 05 4 B2 -9 =004 BF I 2K 28K
PR a2 J5, BL 10 °C/min BEATFEF TR, JEi0 3%
TCD {5 5424k, Acu(m?/gea) = A4- My -SFN,/Cy, JL
1, Ak B AT FIE SRR T Cu,O TS FE AR
AL (m?/gea); My, AL BUFE AU (mol/m’), ]
CuO Fri&; SF Ak R4, HAER 2; Ny KB AR Al
15 55 K 6.02 x 107 atom/mol; Cyy kB A7 T B2 1)
Cu JA 1%, HAE K 1.47 x 10" atom/m’.

H,-TPR 52 56 %% & [7] I, #1677 FH &4 40mg
(20~40 H). A 50 ml/min [ 10% H,-90% Ar {5
AR R, FE I S TR - A BB LK AR AR
FaE Ja, BL 10 °C/min M % i T2 650 °C, Jf id 3%
TCD 15 5% 1k.

NH;-TPD SZ4:%% % [A] L. B 55% 100 mg i1k
FFE A Ar 7E 450 °C TiiAL P 1 h, fl )5 ¥ 20 % 100
°C, i A\ NH; %t 30 min, 5 Ar %41 30 min, £f
Fe P Fn, BL 10 °C/min FHEL . 450 °C, id 3% NH;
It B

XRD FAEAE H A 2 D/max-2500 RB 7 X §f
L RT P EREAT, Cu K, (0.154 nm), % HL 100
mA, & HJE 40 kV, $1H# 3 Z 2%min, L KN
0.02°, H L[] 20 = 10°~85°.

1.3 fELFEEMN

FREL 2.5 g k3 AR AL 7, € 220 °C, 7.8 MPa
Hy, 150 r/min F1 30 g 1,4- A NIHEFI AT, &
JR 2 hy BFEEER, T 50 g i, Ny R %
N E T Hy, R G #£ 200 °C, 2 MPa N, Al 500 r/min
A RS h

758 R BTSSR . B 5 g (20~40 H)
b 771 2B T AE S Y 9 LU B VRN R, M AL A
5%H»-95%N, R T, =i A2 295 °C, IR FF 2
h. 38 UG B 3 I R R, H I 28 SR R A S
NI 2% P VKK B o 85, SRS I 23 26
gy BT HoAl . WAH P W) AR GC-MS BE HT X
(GC6890N/5973MSD, % [ Aglient 2~ ) AT &
PES» #1; E SP-2000 “AH (% A b HEAT & &= 4 1T,
B9 (03 kT (DM-WAX), FID ¥l 2% . < AH 74
K H Aglient 6890N {4 3 4% 73 7, €4 1% 41 4 Mole-
Sieve 5A, TCD il 5.

2 HR51R

2.1 EUFIRELER
2.1.1 Cu EELFIB9E K R AT

1k Cu LA AL S AR R . R
Al WL, Cu/SiO, i Ak 71 1 b 2 i A iz vy T 8 Cu %
MEALF, I AT B K FL AR BURT LE 3R TR (Acy),
LS Cu/MgO KL, B n] F H, Cu/Sio, 1 L7
) CuO 52 Fa 25 5 00 23 #R A, Na bk ¥ =5 /D,

*1 TE Cu EENFIALE KA FFIE
Table 1 The physicochemical properties and chemical composition of
different Cu-based catalysts

Pore Pore CuO Na
ABET . ACu .
Catalyst ) volume  size ) loading  content
(m7/g) 3 (m7g)
(cm’/g)  (nm) (%) (%)
Cu/SiO, 3223 0.57 52 211 475 0.36
Cu/ALO; 54.5 0.46 289 134 27.3 10.0
Cu/ZrO, 34.1 0.10 9.0 139 432 22
Cu/MgO 118.1 0.16 40 189 40.0 0.97

2.1.2 H,-TPR&R

1 AR AR Cu FEAEAGFIM TPR .
A WL, Cu/MgO, Cu/SiO, Fl Cu/ZrO, AL FILE 150 °C
LEATFFUR IR TR, T Cu/ALO; ffEALFIZIZE 220 °C FFih
W, B Cu/ALOs A6 5 4 & 5 3k (] v] fE A7
TR A HAEH.
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Fig. 1. H,-TPR profiles of different Cu-based catalysts. (1) Cu/MgO;
(2) Cu/ZrOy; (3) Cu/SiOy; (4) Cu/ALO;.

2.1.3 XRD &R

Kl 2 24 S 9% Cu 2 L7 ) XRD
W, AT LA L, SRR LE 42.5° R 50.5° 4 HYER Cu® BT
U, UL Cu B L ) 5E A IR R O Cu’. B AR,
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Fig. 2. XRD patterns of Cu-based catalysts after reaction in auto-
clave. (1) Cu/ZrO,; (2) Cu/SiO; (3) Cu/ALOs; (4) Cu/MgO.

Cu/MgO HEALFIIE H LT B 2 R
2.1.4 NH;-TPD &R

B 3 S AR K 51 30 Cu #4671 1) NH;-TPD
iy AT, Cu/SiOs) fiE 671 43 5l 7E 100~200 °C Al
200~350 °C X [H] H 20 B S (1) NH; i b i, 308 & R
A — & 159 AR R R P A ) Cwzro, A
Cu/MgO AL FI4E 100~350 °C H B [ 1, H 1 58
FERE Y. TH AR PEER I Cu/ALO; i 4b 571 I
AR E IR, 1T B8 2 ol T Ak 770 ol 2% 1 e o
Ve TEAT R 4 2 Na 8t (ML 1).
22 FEZEPE Cu EEMLTAH B KRN

2 A% Cu SEAEALF b H i K 5 R 35 TN
il () S 4 . FRER AT UL, Cu/SiO, A6 73S 1k AH Xt

I (20°).

M
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g
£

ol b b e b e b e b b 1
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3 & Cu ZfELFIA NH:-TPD %
Fig. 3. NH;-TPD profiles of different Cu-based catalysts. (1)

Cw/SiOy; (2) Cw/MgO; (3) CwZrOy; (4) CWALO:.

5 Cu/MgO ARG P 7. PP BR R R
4, £ EIE 1,2-8 FE. JkAh, GC-MS A8l 21 14
M. HomEE. 4 . LM 2,5-2 . 3-
FRHE-2- TN 2,3- 1 RS IS ) (C>3)MOL R I,
FESAH = 1) RS I 21 2 B ) Ha, CO,, TlE ) CO
CH,. PR RN Ny, B HE ks EIR
IS, 55 WA = A L AT 208 AN T, P UL sy 45 L 1
HE R RAH Y EREEN.

R2 B Cu BT H Bk & 1 A
Table 2 Dehydration of glycerol on different Cu-based catalysts

Conversion Selectivity (%)
Catalyst ; b
(%) Acetol 1,2-PDO* Others
Cu/MgO 6.3 114 30.5 58.1
Cu/Al, 04 11.5 12.1 20.0 67.9
Cu/ZrO, 12.1 17.7 29.8 52.5
Cu/SiO, 17.0 26.8 15.7 57.5

Reaction conditions: 200 °C, 2 MPa N,, catalyst 2.5 g, glycerol 50 g,
500 r/min, 5 h.

1,2-PDO = 1,2-propanediol.

bIncluding acetic acid, ethylene glycol, 2,5-hexanedione, 1,2,3-pro-

panediol monoacetate, acetone, etc.

Sato 2T\ Ay, H-uh B K 2 il B2 56 N I 3 R
PEAETE T Cul b, 35 A SO A, Cu/SiO, 1L
T Acy B, BT HE 0 PEA O 0. Cu/MgO 4k
U AT AR 5 1Y) Ao, SR HARAIE VEBLZE, H
Bl 2 ] L, SRS AR R IR XRD B b A7 78 B 5 A AR
WU, Cu/MgO HEAF F 2y ke AR B R, 3 B TR T AH
XK. Kinage 2570 K W1, 440 77035 Rk 5 2%
PRBRBEE AT <. TR AL F8 A7 A AT R T 3l It A A e
FEIL AR . NH;-TPD K AE &5 LK W, Cu/SiO, AL
HA 59 B2 A rp o R IR R A, T L8 Cu JEAE Ak 71 1R
PEAE T2 55 . 38 B R 1 T R g Cu/SiO, i 4k 7
FAT B v 0 1 ) D A

Huang Z:U7HF 9% % W, ££ Cu/ZnO/ALO5 i AL 5]
b 1,24 P T R A ek g e A I e T A o A AR BT
B35 VF i S 2 AR G A A N BEAT R, )
1,2-TA T b ] i 0 o H il It 7K 7 4 1 A TR I
SR AE R Hy B N AR BCIRT. TT AR AS (R 0 4 4 A4 3R
o Hy AR A T . A NAA S8 8 - H,
Sk B H g s O AR Cu AR T fg
ENPS I o W VAT 0 VAR S S I VG
C-C il 7 2 1 HR J6 A 2 07 D 9ty 12 2 599, % 7K /<
B Ak B N AT AR g s PR (HIE R GC-MS A A
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B & Y H e R 1,3- R IR DL & 1,3-
SR R PO CH A W 1,3- BRI IR
FosE, KR RN AR B 7 ), T S A L T 2 IR
SRV ORI E L BRATTHE I, Hy AN 58 4 2 B AR
IR, T ™ 1 A RN, R GC-MS A )
B, B R N R T R AT C-C B, 1
MgO #Ak 7 A Hy 8 %, 1X 5 SCHR[18,21]45 R
— 5, MgO A i 4 1k H-inh 248 e i 21,

g bnr W, TR S N R SR TN &) 5 RN AR
) Hy S N AE R 1,2-I0 1, HEl=i %, B
Yk FEPEAR. T A D] 5 DR S 0 4 45 B IR [ J62, m] AH
XU H =, Bk, R SCR P RE R L 1)
Cu/SiO, AL 7 78 [ 78 IR S N 8 25 %87 H i U
5t 7K 2 .
2.3 EERKRLEH KR
23.1 RESHZFHIEN

4 N AEAS TRV 0 H i B K R . g AT
W, Ny U5 12 B8 A 328 96 1 4 v, AL o A ) 1
REANERE ;T Hy U0 R AR T b a4k, 3 2
AR 1,2-9 lE. N N A H, AR OV
P 2E S, BB R, E Cu/SiO, AL | 1,2-
A A T g 5 T e T A AR . N, AU
NEIEY) 2, AN N, GC-MS & #] 1,3- =
FRILNW Y. Rk, FRATT S REAE Ny TR IE i
Hy, — 77 T A R AR, e KA A R 7 s )
— 7 T A0 o 0t S B I, i v e R TR T T B k. SRS
RIL, KM 5% Hy-95% Ny WG UAE R IR AU, 12
FEN WA B R . R SO ik R 5% Ho-
95% N, IRAE 0 I W3S
232 FNEREENE

K 5 A Sz SR BE X Cu/SiOg i Ak 771 b H il i K
S N VEBE I 2 . fR P AT AL, 24 BE AN 160 °C 2
F 180 °C, H ML R I 63.3% JIH 2 97.8%, 4k&:
T e B NI B S PR AR AN K, T R A T 1 3 4 1t
7E 220 °C [ NI d5 1=, 29 84.6%, 8 Ik UGl B, e R
PEIT 4G R B, i GC-MS Kyl 2174 b 2 . &
B2 N . Kinage 25308 T v e
T 2R R R I S AN R T A A 5 S A TR
N B, Sato 25BN N, ¥ T 250 °C, HikE
ZU SN T BRI PRI A R SR R, N R
L 220 °C BRI .
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Fig. 4. Effect of reaction atmosphere on dehydration of glycerol over
the Cu/SiO, catalyst. (a) Ny; (b) Ha; (¢) 5% H»-95% N,. Reaction con-

ditions: pure glycerol, 200 °C, atmospheric pressure, 5 g catalyst, gas
feed rate 345 ml/min, WHSV = 0.08 h™".
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B 5 REEEX Cu/SiO, 4 4 7 b H i B 7K /2 52 1 BE BY
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Fig. 5. Effect of reaction temperature on dehydration of glycerol

90 [

Conversion or selectivity (%)

over the Cu/SiO, catalyst. Reaction conditions: pure glycerol, atmos-
pheric pressure, 5%H,/N,, 5 g catalyst, gas feed rate 345 ml/min,
WHSV =0.08 h™".
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S IR 3. AR AT L, WHSV BRI, Tl % 1k %
%, X2 P 2 ORI, S M A 77 P £
R, S AN 58 4, [R] I, 5 26 AT IR 32 6 M ALK, i
1,3- Sk A il CHL R ) SR R R, IXHT i
XL 0 A OE A LR R N I R, 3 B IE N
P 36 A1 A 5 2 N ) 050 R i 0. i o = P il /),
U = B TR A, vl A A 5 R R R 02 A1 R
WG, 1,3- e A s R S O R T
B, IXWTBEE T B BN ARG, 1,3- RO
W 25— SR P A S R AT A
R3 TIEX Cu/SiO, LT L Him A K 1 BE B R HE

Table 3 Effect of WHSV on dehydration of glycerol over the
Cu/SiO, catalyst

WHSV  Conversion Selectivity (%)

Meal' g

) (%) Acetol 1,2-PDO  Others®
1 0.40 44.7 48.5 4.7 46.8
3 0.13 87.9 67.0 5.4 27.6
5 0.08 98.8 84.6 5.1 10.3

Reaction conditions: 220 °C, atmospheric pressure, 5% H,-95% N, gas
feed rate 345 ml/min.

“Including acetic acid, propanoic acid, ethylene glycol, glycolaldehyde,
sum of cyclic compounds, 1,3-dihydroacetone dimmer, etc.

iy 3 gL, KIS 2 4 T H K s N
. BRI P AR R R RE. (1) H R
it 7K A R, T A 1,3 FR R A L K i
B g A= K o0 B TVl S O & O 2 e < g = 1
W 1,3- R B o I P, A 13- SRR AR
P 4 A kg ik 4 T B A A R R TN (2) Rk A
AT HE AN 4% B AR AR B, — 2 H i B K, 2 T
T 5 AR I s I AR M A R TR A, T e TR A
B . T Alhanash 25 0O S H o 1 46 A AR ik
H i, ARG A R BRI 7 R A I 2
HalmE, it 1,3- 5N, Wolfson %52 JUAS
IR B o R IR . FRATTIA kAT fg
0. OH
j%OH
OHJEO
-H \ OH
OH

o
-H,0
HOQ\/OH — )\/ OH

B 2 Cu/Sio, L EHMERBEERRMEE

Scheme 2. Pathways from glycerol to acetol over Cu/SiO, catalyst.

A 1,3- SRR LM A R R SR T, B 1,3- SRR
A A 5 H ol A g ) AR 0L oy o o i R R,
A i PR Ay T I S T AR A W 2 (3) Huh S
SR B S TR A, R R AT I e o S TR A e A AR
F8, T AN A2 FhH v M K AR R

AT 45 R WP, BT TR 2R )
5 KA TR O I, AR T Cu SR 7R B B AL
TR G, T B K i A RT e S BN A R
Cu’. FHAETHAE Cu AL EH A Ak 1,3- 5%
FEDTTR T g I A T I K AR s T A R R 5 A
fE, AT fe S H I B 7K A R T I R AL ER AT
KA.

3 £

T e T 38 N B2 BE TR & 55 I = AR 1R H AR
1,2- 1, HEl =i 2, HIk ik £ K.
I, SR AR 1K) Cu/Si0, i A4 57 75 [ iE IR S N 2 1
TEANG 52T IV A5 il R 20 T H vl 7K 1 g
PRSI, A SCE IR A Ho-No VR 50 SN U5, Tl
ek 2w, B Wik Bk HL R 4% A A
1E 220 °C, ¥ K, 5% H-95% N, & & < < R Al
WHSV =0.08 h™" 41, T 5 14 5 R #2357 e
FEME 2> Bl ik 98.8% Fl 84.6%. [ i), LA 4l H il ik
BE, BEAS T M0 23 B e R, BATAR L 1 N H .
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