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(b)

(d)

Figure 21.3 Edge between two adjacent communities and types of ecotones that might develop. (a) Abrupt, narrow edge
with no development of an ecotone. (b} Narrow ecotone developed by the advance of community Y into community X.

[c) Community X advances into community Y to produce ecotone XY. (d) Ideal ecotone development. Plants from both com-
munities invade each other to create a wide ecotone, X?YZ2. This type of ecotone will support the most edge species.
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