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Evolvement of Western Elitist Democratic Theory
——Schumpeter and His Precursors

LI Li-dong
(Zhejiang Sci-Tech University Hangzhou 310018 China)

Abstract In contemporary western world, the democratic practice is to a great extent running according to
the model of elitist democracy. Joseph Schumpeter is the greatest contributor to western elitist democratic theory.
Schumpeter’s democratic thought is greatly influenced by his preceding theorists. So we can not understand the
cause and effect of elitist democratic theory until we hold the relations between Schumpeter and his preceding
theorists. Such preceding elitist theorists as Vilfredo Pareto, Gaetano Mosca and Robert Michels provided
Schumpeter with inverse material through their criticism on democracy. And Marx Weber’s comment on
democracy was obverse source of Schumpeter’s elitist democratic theory. Schumpeter’s most contribution to
democratic theory is his redefinition about democracy. He effectively combined political elitists with democracy so
as to make western democratic theory out of the embarrassed condition.

Key words elitist democracy; elitist theory; leader democracy; Joseph Schumpeter
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