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Study of Quine’s Indeterminacy of Meaning

SUN Zi-hui

(Sichuan College of Education

Chengdu 610041 China)

Abstract Quine criticized traditioanal theories of meaning such as the ideational theory of meaning and
theory of reference and put forward the proposition of indeterminacy of meaning at different levels of intentional
concept, reference and entirety. Based on the full understanding of the essentials of indeterminacy proposition and
its various criticisms from other sources, the author tries to clarify the academic value of the proposition while

having a reflection on some of its deficiencies.
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