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Audience Interpretation in Western Rhetoric
YAO Xi—-ming, WANG Hui-min
( School of Foreign Languages, Shanghai University, Shanghar 200444, China )

Abstract: The study on audience has been one of the central issues in the Western rhetoric. The early studies had been
fettered by the mono—directional pattern of information distribution and only by the end of the 19th century did the view of
diversified and complicated audience appear. A multi—faceted audience was substituted for unitary audience, and the passive
audience gave way to the active audience. Thus the traditional concept of audience has undergone a total reconstruction. The
audience is no longer considered as the object to be controlled but rather as the participant in the construction of rhetorical
discourses in line with postmodernism. Hence, the boundary between the rhetor and the audience is fading, with the audience
gradually being absent.

Key Words: Western rhetoric; audience; subject
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