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(1) There once was a very large lady in our
town. She wore a dress size 16. I knew her when she
was young, but she had a much smaller size.

Why do you think she is now wearing a size 16?

I guess she just 8 + 8 (ate and ate ) .

(2) Iwas arrested at the airport. Just because
I was greeting my cousin Jack! All that I said was
“Hi Jack”, but very loud.

(3) What did the mayonnaise say to the
refrigerator?” “Close the door! I'm dressing.”
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(4) A woman heard her husband fall into the
river, so she quickly ran to the bank.
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(5) One day, Salieri, aless gifted composer
asked Mozart what he thought about his artistic
products, Mozart’s answer, “I never thought music
like that was possible.”"'"”

(6) Love is photogenic. It needs darkness to
develop.
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(7) One day an English grammar teacher was
looking ill. A student asked, “What's the matter?”
“Tense, " answered the teacher, describing how he
felt.

The student paused, then continued, “What
was the matter? What has been the matter? What
might have been the matter?”

(8) Do you ever draw picture in the nude?

No, I usually wear a jacket.
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(9) I hear this new cemetery is very popular.
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People are just dying to get in.
(10 ) What weather does mice most dislike?
When it is raining cats and dogs.
i (9) Hr, HAZF] F3CH popular 2NN,
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a. Cemetery is the place where the dead are
buried.
b. To get in the cemetery, people should die.
c. The cemetery is so popular that people want
to die in order to get in.
] (10) th, [Al#E, 7E 1 3C weather HYHE7R
T, st raining cats and dogs XA IEE S
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a. Cats will catch and kill mice.
b. Dogs will catch and kill mice, too.
c. So, mice dislike cats and dogs.
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(11 ) Two boll weevils grew up in South
Carolina. One went to Hollywood and became a
famous actor. The other stayed behind in the cotton
fields and never amounted to much. The second
one, naturally, became known as the lesser of two
weevils.
(12) Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were
chilly, but when they lit a fire in the craft, it sank,

proving once again that you can't have your kayak

and heat it, too.
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English Puns from the Perspective of the Relevance Theory

BAI Yu—feng

( Faculty of Foreign Languages, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: An important characteristic of pun is one phonology or one graphology concerning two senses. Relevance Theory

proposed by Sperber & Wilson provides us with an excellent theoretical framework for analyzing the psychological mechanism in

the process of interpreting puns. Through using the two important concepts ——cognitive effort and contextual effect in the

Relevance Theory to study the activation of the two senses concerned by a pun, we can understand the psychological mechanisms

in the interpretation of puns. And four interpretation types of puns can be found:

breaking one piece into parts and jumping out of the ring.

Keywords: puns; Relevance Theory; psychological mechanisms

Killing two birds with one stone, garden path,
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