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Spatio-temporal Characteristics of Urbanization Area Growth in Cities with
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Abstract: By taking Shanghai, Hangzhou, Wuxi and Cixi city as examples for case study in this paper, we
extract the urban land information and analyze urban growth data collected from the typical cities graded with
various level of urban system in Yangtze River delta. With the help of remote sense and GIS software, the urban
growth speed, growth intensity, and the spatio-temporal characteristics of urbanization area are analyzed for
these cities. The study is conducted with focus on 5 given annual periods, that is, 1979, 1990, 1995, 2000 and
2005. The results show that the spatio-temporal growth characteristics vary from city to city, depending on the
grade of the city in question.
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