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Structure and Operation of Financial Autonomy in Ningbo and Shaoxing in the Late Qing dynasty
and the Early Years of the Republic of China

TANG Tai-bing

( College of Humanities and Media, Ningbo University, Ningho 315211, China )

Abstract: With the implementation of county autonomy in the late Qing dynasty and the early years of Republic of China,
county financial autonomous system was established with strict rules conforming to the laws and regulations. The income came
mainly from county tax, revenue of public money and public property, and other levies. The main expenditure was spent on
education, social security, charity and industrial development. In operation, the principle of separation of powers ensured that the
funds were under proper supervision and regulation. The establishment of the budget and final accounts system and publication
of government spending made the income and expenditure transparent to the public. County autonomy finance already has the
character of modern finance.

Keywords: County autonomous finance; structure; operation; modern finance
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