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Love of Peonies and Cultural-Psychology in the Tang Dynasty

FANG Li—ping

( College of Humanities, Qinghai Normal University, Xining 810008, China )
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Abstract: During the Tang Dynasty, the social and cultural psychology changed from time to time, as is reflected by the
changing interest of the people in peonies. Firstly, not all people in the Tang are fond of peonies. During the Mid—Tang period,
most people addicted to peony are rich people or privileged people, and peony is the tool they use to show their possession. In the
later period of the Tang Dynasty, peonies became popular. Secondly, the meaning of peony in the literary works has changed.
During the Mid-Tang, literati maintain a critical attitude towards the fondness of peonies. Along with the fall of the dynasty, the
emotion of the literati became complicated. Peony became a symbol of decline and desolation in literati’s literary works.

Keywords: peony; the Mid—Tang Dynasty; the Later Tang Dynasty; cultural psychology; development and changes
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Relevance Theory and the Evolution of the Researching Paradigm of Context
YOU Yu-xiang"’

(1. College of Foreign Language, Jiaxing University, Jiaxing 314001, China; 2. Graduate School, Shanghai International Studies
University, Shanghai 200083, China )

Abstract: Relevance theory redefines the concept of context epistemologically and methodologically. The contribution of
relevance theory to the study of context is that it embodies the shift of context studies from static study to dynamic study, from
objective analysis to psychological integration and from description to interpretation and thus promotes the evolution of the
researching paradigm of the context.

Keywords: relevance theory; context; researching paradigm; evolution
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