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On the Standard and Condition of the Controversial “Social Mobility under the Imperial

Examination System”

LIN Shang—hong

( Office of Higher Education, Ningbo University, Ningho 315211, China )

Abstract: Over the extent to which the imperial system promoted social mobility, researchers have had continuous controversial

viewpoints: “the positive”, “the negative” and “the neutral”. The crux of the controversy rests on the differences in the dualistic

thinking of social stratification and the selection of the reference point for social mobility. It is also related to the standards and

conditions for social mobility. From the perspective of “stratified mobility”, this article argues that social mobility is an

intergenerational process, and education is its essential condition.

Keywords: the imperial examination system; social mobility; social stratification; condition of education
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