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Looking for a Recluse but Failing to Find
Him
By Jia Dao
Under the pines I questioned the boy.
“My master’s off gathering herbs.
All T know is he's here on the mountain—
Clouds are so deep, I don’t know
where--."
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—Tr. Burton Watson'"
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The Fusion of Emotion and Setting and the Image beyond Image in the Poetic Ideorealm—A

Case Study of Jia Dao’s Poem Translated by Burton Watson

CHEN Da-liang

(School of English Studies, Tianjin Foreign Studies University, Tianjin 300204, China )

Abstract: The poetic ideorealm can be defined in terms of the fusion of emotion and setting as well as the image beyond image,

the former of which is the essential condition in creating ideorealm and the latter is the necessary component. Based on this

research finding, this article, taking one poem by Jia Dao as an example

, explores the basic principle and concrete criteria of the

translation criticism for ideorealm. Of the eighteen versions, the author selects the version of Burton Watson as a case to expound

the critical procedures of poetic ideorealm in an attempt to find a scientific model for translation criticism.

Keywords: poetic ideorealm; fusion of emotion and setting; image beyond image; translation criticism
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